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Defining Deutschtum: Political Ideology, German Identity, and Music-Critical Discourse in Liberal Vienna
offers a nuanced look at the intersection of music, cultural identity, and political ideology in late-nineteenth-
century Vienna. Drawing on an extensive selection of writings in the city's political press, correspondence,
archival documents, and a large body of recent scholarship in late Habsburg cultural and political history,
author David Brodbeck argues that Vienna's music critics were important agents in the public sphere whose
writings gave voice to distinct, sometimes competing ideological positions. These conflicting positions are
exemplified especially well in their critical writings about the music of three notable composers of the day
who were Austrian citizens but not ethnic Germans: Carl Goldmark, a Jew from German West Hungary, and
the Czechs Bed?ich Smetana and Antonín Dvo?ák.

Often at stake in the critical discourse was the question of who and what could be deemed "German" in the
multinational Austrian state. For critics such as Eduard Hanslick and Ludwig Speidel, traditional German
liberals who came of age in the years around 1848, "Germanness" was an attribute that could be earned by
any ambitious bourgeois-including Jews and those of non-German nationality-by embracing German cultural
values. The more nationally inflected liberalism evident in the writings of Theodor Helm, with its
particularist rhetoric of German national property in a time of Czech gains at German expense, was typical of
those in the next generation, educated during the 1860s. The radical student politics of the 1880s, with its
embrace of racialist antisemitism and irredentist German nationalism, just as surely shaped the discourse of
certain young Wagnerian critics who emerged at the end of the century. This body of music-critical writing
reveals a continuum of exclusivity, from a conception of Germanness rooted in social class and cultural
elitism to one based in blood.

Brodbeck neatly counters decades of musicological scholarship and offers a unique insight into the diverse
ways in which educated German Austrians conceived of Germanness in music and understood their
relationship to their non-German fellow citizens. Defining Deutschtum is sure to be an essential text for
scholars of music history, cultural studies, and late 19th century Central European culture and society.
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From reader reviews:

Eddie Drennan:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Defining Deutschtum: Political Ideology, German Identity, and Music-Critical
Discourse in Liberal Vienna (New Cultural History of Music).

Timothy Austin:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Defining Deutschtum: Political Ideology, German Identity, and Music-Critical Discourse in Liberal
Vienna (New Cultural History of Music), you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Carolyn Alcantara:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your account is
Defining Deutschtum: Political Ideology, German Identity, and Music-Critical Discourse in Liberal Vienna
(New Cultural History of Music) this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this
world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value
to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly,
that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Harold Thompson:

Beside this Defining Deutschtum: Political Ideology, German Identity, and Music-Critical Discourse in
Liberal Vienna (New Cultural History of Music) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Defining



Deutschtum: Political Ideology, German Identity, and Music-Critical Discourse in Liberal Vienna (New
Cultural History of Music) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from now!
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