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In A Language of Song, Samuel Charters—one of the pioneering collectors of African American
music—writes of a trip to West Africa where he found “a gathering of cultures and a continuing history that
lay behind the flood of musical expression [he] encountered everywhere . . . from Brazil to Cuba, to
Trinidad, to New Orleans, to the Bahamas, to dance halls of west Louisiana and the great churches of
Harlem.” In this book, Charters takes readers along to those and other places, including Jamaica and the
Georgia Sea Islands, as he recounts experiences from a half-century spent following, documenting,
recording, and writing about the Africa-influenced music of the United States, Brazil, and the Caribbean.

Each of the book’s fourteen chapters is a vivid rendering of a particular location that Charters visited. While
music is always his focus, the book is filled with details about individuals, history, landscape, and culture. In
first-person narratives, Charters relates voyages including a trip to the St. Louis home of the legendary
ragtime composer Scott Joplin and the journey to West Africa, where he met a man who performed an
hours-long song about the Europeans’ first colonial conquests in Gambia. Throughout the book, Charters
traces the persistence of African musical culture despite slavery, as well as the influence of slaves’ songs on
subsequent musical forms. In evocative prose, he relates a lifetime of travel and research, listening to brass
bands in New Orleans; investigating the emergence of reggae, ska, and rock-steady music in Jamaica’s
dancehalls; and exploring the history of Afro-Cuban music through the life of the jazz musician Bebo
Valdés. A Language of Song is a unique expedition led by one of music’s most observant and well-traveled
explorers.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Myers:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book A Language of Song: Journeys in the Musical
World of the African Diaspora. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important some sort of book A Language of Song: Journeys in the Musical World of the
African Diaspora. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or
even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's study.

Frances Small:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is usually
A Language of Song: Journeys in the Musical World of the African Diaspora.

Mason Childress:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of A Language of Song: Journeys in the
Musical World of the African Diaspora can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one
book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have
A Language of Song: Journeys in the Musical World of the African Diaspora.

Nancy Barry:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the A Language of Song: Journeys in the Musical World of the African Diaspora when you
desired it?
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