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Combining a high-spirited history of country music's roots with vivid portraits of its principal performers,
"Don't Get above Your Raisin'" examines the close relationship between 'America's truest music' and the
working-class culture that has constituted its principal source, nurtured its development, and provided its
most dedicated supporters. Widely recognized as country music's ranking senior authority, Bill C. Malone
explores how the music's defining themes (home and family, religion, rambling, frolic, humor, and politics)
have emerged out of the particularities of working people's day-to-day lives. He traces the many
contradictory voices and messages of a music that simultaneously extols the virtues of home and the joys of
rambling, the assurances of the Christian life and the ecstasies of hedonism, the strength of working-class life
and the material lure of middle-class aspirations. The resulting tensions, Malone argues, are a principal
source of the music's enduring appeal.Country musicians have often been people from undistinguished blue-
collar backgrounds who have tried to make their way as entertainers in a society that has little respect for the
working class. From this ambivalent position, they have voiced the sometimes contradictory values and
longings of their culture while also attempting to fulfill the romantic expectations of outsiders. 'For every
Garth Brooks', Malone says, 'there are a thousand country musicians who perform in local bars, taverns, and
American Legion halls and who have never been able to 'give up their day jobs'. These are musicians whose
middle-class dreams are tempered by working-class realities'. A powerful and honest expression of the
hopes, longings, frailties, and failings of ordinary people, country music increasingly resonates with listeners
beyond its core constituency as they struggle with a complex and uncertain world.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Donovan:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Don't Get above Your Raisin':
Country Music and the Southern Working Class (Music in American Life) is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Walter Godinez:

The ability that you get from Don't Get above Your Raisin': Country Music and the Southern Working Class
(Music in American Life) is the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more
you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Don't Get above Your
Raisin': Country Music and the Southern Working Class (Music in American Life) giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone
who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Don't Get above Your Raisin': Country Music
and the Southern Working Class (Music in American Life) instantly.

Katie Cardiel:

The particular book Don't Get above Your Raisin': Country Music and the Southern Working Class (Music
in American Life) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Elaine Davenport:

This Don't Get above Your Raisin': Country Music and the Southern Working Class (Music in American
Life) is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger
details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in
reading this Don't Get above Your Raisin': Country Music and the Southern Working Class (Music in
American Life) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the
e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for
your better life in addition to knowledge.
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