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The Way of Improvement Leads Home traces the short but fascinating life of Philip Vickers Fithian, one of
the most prolific diarists in early America. Born to Presbyterian grain-growers in rural New Jersey, he was
never quite satisfied with the agricultural life he seemed destined to inherit. Fithian longed for something
more—to improve himself in a revolutionary world that was making upward mobility possible. While
Fithian is best known for the diary that he wrote in 1773-74 while working as a tutor at Nomini Hall, the
Virginia plantation of Robert Carter, this first full biography moves beyond his experience in the Old
Dominion to examine his inner life, his experience in the early American backcountry, his love affair with
Elizabeth Beatty, and his role as a Revolutionary War chaplain.

From the villages of New Jersey, Fithian was able to participate indirectly in the eighteenth-century republic
of letters—a transatlantic intellectual community sustained through sociability, print, and the pursuit of
mutual improvement. The republic of letters was above all else a rational republic, with little tolerance for
those unable to rid themselves of parochial passions. Participation required a commitment to self-
improvement that demanded a belief in the Enlightenment values of human potential and social progress.
Although Fithian was deeply committed to these values, he constantly struggled to reconcile his quest for a
cosmopolitan life with his love of home. As John Fea argues, it was the people, the religious culture, and the
very landscape of his "native sod" that continued to hold Fithian's affections and enabled him to live a life
worthy of a man of letters.
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From reader reviews:

James Cansler:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers
Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies). You can choose the best
book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book The Way of
Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early
American Studies). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we
could open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff
to go to the library. Let's examine.

James Chavez:

This The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early
America (Early American Studies) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the
Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies) can be one of the great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with
information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Way of
Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early
American Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jennifer Mitchell:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Way of
Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early
American Studies) suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book
untitled The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early
America (Early American Studies)is the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions
that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can
easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Russell Stringer:

This The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early



America (Early American Studies) is great book for you because the content which can be full of information
for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info
accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read
the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Way of Improvement
Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American
Studies) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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