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An excerpt from the INTRODUCTION - General Character of the Book:

The book purports to give the last words, at the approach of death, of each of the twelve patriarchs to his
sons. It is evident that the general idea of the book is based upon Jacob's last words to his sons as recorded in
Gen. xlix. 1-27. Just as Jacob portrays the character of his sons and declares to them what shall befall them,
so in our book each of the patriarchs is represented as describing, in some sense, his own character and as
foretelling what shall come to pass among his posterity in the last times. From this latter point of view the
book partakes of the character of a prophetic-apocalyptic work. In six of the testaments, those of Reuben,
Simeon, Judah, Dan, Naphthali and Joseph, there is a certain correspondence between our book and Gen.
xlix. regarding the characters of the patriarchs; as for the remaining six patriarchs no such correspondence
exists. Speaking generally, though there are considerable modifications of this in some of the testaments,
each testament contains the three following component parts:

(a) An autobiographical sketch in which the patriarch's special vice or virtue is described. In some cases the
biblical story forms the basis for this; in others the Bible is not followed. But in each case the
autobiographical details are enlarged by many haggadic embellishments.

(b) A warning to avoid the special sin, or an exhortation to cultivate the special virtue, which each patriarch
has declared to be specially characteristic of him.

(c) A prophecy concerning the patriarch's posterity in the last times; in nearly each case the patriarchs foretell
a falling-away of their descendants which will result in misfortune coming upon them; this takes the form, as
a rule, of captivity among the Gentiles.

In some of the testaments sections of special content are introduced which have nothing at all to do "with the
three main topics just enumerated. These sections have an interest of their own; but it may well be doubted
whether they formed part of the original work. They are as follows:

The seven spirits of deceit (Reuben ii. i-iii. 8).
The vision of the heavens (Levi ii. i-v. 7).
The vision of the seven men in white raiment (Levi viii. 1-18).
A Messianic hymn (Levi xviii. 2-14).
The spirits that wait upon man (Judah xx. 1-5).
The constitution of man (Naphthali ii. 1-10).
The vision on the mount of Ohves (Naphthali v. 1-8).
The vision of the wrecked ship (Naphthah vi. 1-9).
The two ways (Asher i. 3-vi. 6).
Joseph's vision (Joseph xix. 1-12).
The good inclination (Benjamin vi. 1-7). The sword of Behar (Bejamin vii. 1-5).



These offer much that is of great interest, and should be specially studied.

The original language of the book was, in all probability, Hebrew (rather than Aramaic); but the earliest form
at present known to be in existence is a Greek translation of this.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Anderson:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs
(Translations of Early Documents Series I, Palestinian Jewish Texts) will make you to end up being smarter.
You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will
open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Judith Rayl:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs (Translations of Early
Documents Series I, Palestinian Jewish Texts) as your daily resource information.

Mariano Smith:

The actual book The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs (Translations of Early Documents Series I,
Palestinian Jewish Texts) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to
you. The book The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs (Translations of Early Documents Series I,
Palestinian Jewish Texts) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

George Tucker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The
Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs (Translations of Early Documents Series I, Palestinian Jewish Texts).
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