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Commonly translated as "The Self-Taught Philosopher" or "The Improvement of Human Reason," Ibn-
Tufayl's story Hayy Ibn-Yaqz?n inspired debates about autodidacticism in a range of historical fields from
classical Islamic philosophy through Renaissance humanism and the European Enlightenment. Avner Ben-
Zaken's account of how the text traveled demonstrates the intricate ways in which autodidacticism was
contested in and adapted to diverse cultural settings.

In tracing the circulation of the Hayy Ibn-Yaqz?n, Ben-Zaken highlights its key place in four far-removed
historical moments. He explains how autodidacticism intertwined with struggles over mysticism in twelfth-
century Marrakesh, controversies about pedagogy in fourteenth-century Barcelona, quarrels concerning
astrology in Renaissance Florence, and debates pertaining to experimentalism in seventeenth-century
Oxford. In each site and period, Ben-Zaken recaptures the cultural context that stirred scholars to relate to
?ayy Ibn-Yaq??n and demonstrates how the text moved among cultures, leaving in its wake translations,
interpretations, and controversies as various as the societies themselves. Pleas for autodidacticism, Ben-
Zaken shows, not only echoed within close philosophical discussions; they surfaced in struggles for control
between individuals and establishments.

Presented as self-contained histories, these four moments together form a historical collage of
autodidacticism across cultures from the late Medieval era to early modern times. The first book-length
intellectual history of autodidacticism, this novel, thought-provoking work will interest a wide range of
historians, including scholars of the history of science, philosophy, literature, Europe, and the Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Billie Duran:

With other case, little folks like to read book Reading Hayy Ibn-Yaqzan: A Cross-Cultural History of
Autodidacticism. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how
is important any book Reading Hayy Ibn-Yaqzan: A Cross-Cultural History of Autodidacticism. You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a
book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to
go to the library. Let's learn.

Dorothy Tran:

This Reading Hayy Ibn-Yaqzan: A Cross-Cultural History of Autodidacticism book is not really ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. That Reading Hayy Ibn-Yaqzan: A Cross-Cultural History of
Autodidacticism without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Reading Hayy Ibn-Yaqzan: A Cross-Cultural History of
Autodidacticism can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be
full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Reading Hayy Ibn-Yaqzan: A
Cross-Cultural History of Autodidacticism having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

Robert Stitt:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book Reading Hayy Ibn-Yaqzan: A Cross-Cultural History of
Autodidacticism it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book features high quality.

Sandra Romero:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Reading Hayy Ibn-Yaqzan: A Cross-Cultural History of Autodidacticism your thoughts will drift



away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Reading Hayy Ibn-Yaqzan: A Cross-Cultural History
of Autodidacticism giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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