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Just over a thousand years ago, the Song dynasty emerged as the most advanced civilization on earth. Within
two centuries, China was home to nearly half of all humankind. In this concise history, we learn why the
inventiveness of this era has been favorably compared with the European Renaissance, which in many ways
the Song transformation surpassed.

With the chaotic dissolution of the Tang dynasty, the old aristocratic families vanished. A new class of
scholar-officials?products of a meritocratic examination system?took up the task of reshaping Chinese
tradition by adapting the precepts of Confucianism to a rapidly changing world. Through fiscal reforms,
these elites liberalized the economy, eased the tax burden, and put paper money into circulation. Their
redesigned capitals buzzed with traders, while the education system offered advancement to talented men of
modest means. Their rationalist approach led to inventions in printing, shipbuilding, weaving, ceramics
manufacture, mining, and agriculture. With a realist’s eye, they studied the natural world and applied their
observations in art and science. And with the souls of diplomats, they chose peace over war with the
aggressors on their borders. Yet persistent military threats from these nomadic tribes?which the Chinese
scorned as their cultural inferiors?redefined China’s understanding of its place in the world and solidified a
sense of what it meant to be Chinese.

The Age of Confucian Rule is an essential introduction to this transformative era. “A scholar should
congratulate himself that he has been born in such a time” (Zhao Ruyu, 1194).
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Midkiff:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The Age of Confucian Rule: The Song
Transformation of China (History of Imperial China) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Sophia Myers:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled The Age of Confucian Rule: The
Song Transformation of China (History of Imperial China) can be fine book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.

Mary Adam:

You can get this The Age of Confucian Rule: The Song Transformation of China (History of Imperial China)
by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you
get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking
from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

James Coles:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book The Age of Confucian Rule: The Song Transformation of China (History of Imperial
China) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must
prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life with this book The Age of Confucian Rule: The Song Transformation of China (History of Imperial



China). You can more appealing than now.
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