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Company town. Blighted community. Beloved home. Nestled on the banks of the Rio Grande, at the heart of
a railroad, mining, and smelting empire, Smeltertown--La Esmelda, as its residents called it--was home to
generations of ethnic Mexicans who labored at the American Smelting and Refining Company in El Paso,
Texas.

Using newspapers, personal archives, photographs, employee records, parish newsletters, and interviews
with former residents, including her own relatives, Monica Perales unearths the history of this forgotten
community. Spanning almost a century, Smeltertown traces the birth, growth, and ultimate demise of a
working class community in the largest U.S. city on the Mexican border and places ethnic Mexicans at the
center of transnational capitalism and the making of the urban West. Perales shows that Smeltertown was
composed of multiple real and imagined social worlds created by the company, the church, the schools, and
the residents themselves. Within these dynamic social worlds, residents forged permanence and meaning in
the shadow of the smelter's giant smokestacks. Smeltertown provides insight into how people and places
invent and reinvent themselves and illuminates a vibrant community grappling with its own sense of itself
and its place in history and collective memory.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Glover:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster.
And you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer
that question simply because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific
Smeltertown: Making and Remembering a Southwest Border Community to read.

Beth Ritchey:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Smeltertown: Making
and Remembering a Southwest Border Community book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Reva Morison:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Smeltertown: Making and
Remembering a Southwest Border Community, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Elizabeth Talbot:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Smeltertown: Making and
Remembering a Southwest Border Community can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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