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Sphinxes, hydras, chimeras, dragons, unicorns, griffins, sirens, and centaurs--fantastic animals can be found
in works from Greek vases to paintings by Bosch, Goya, and Picasso, from folk art to comic strips,
advertising, and Hollywood movies. Here Be Dragons is a lavishly illustrated compendium of the marvelous
menagerie of imaginary animals that humans have conjured up over the ages. Ariane and Christian
Delacampagne take us on a visually and intellectually riveting journey through five thousand years of art,
examining the symbolic meanings of such creatures and what they say about the unconscious life of the
human mind.

In the Middle Ages, "bestiary" referred to an edifying poem, in Latin or French verse, in which the moral
characteristics of real or imaginary animals were highlighted. With the passing of time, this once-flourishing
genre disappeared. We have ceased to equate animals that can be observed with those we only dream of, but
neither science nor mass culture has managed to chase away imaginary beasts. Such creatures continue to
haunt us, just as they haunted our ancestors.

In the first book to explore this subject with such cross-cultural and chronological range, the Delacampagnes
identify five basic structures (unicorn, human-headed animal, animal-headed human, winged quadruped, and
dragon) whose stories they relate from prehistory to the present day. They also provide fascinating
sociological and psychoanalytical insight into the processes through which artists have created these
astonishing animals and how they have been transmitted from culture to culture.

Contrary to what people once believed, the fantastic exists only in the mind. And yet, as Here Be Dragons
shows us, it is one of the mind's most sophisticated, mysterious, and inspiring creations.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Adkins:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Here Be Dragons: A Fantastic Bestiary, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Henry Jensen:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Here Be
Dragons: A Fantastic Bestiary.

Brooke Gafford:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read.
If you want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Here Be Dragons: A Fantastic Bestiary can be
great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Richard Starkes:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books
in the top collection in your reading list is actually Here Be Dragons: A Fantastic Bestiary. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way
up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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