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Despite perennial interest in Pliny the Elder’s Natural History, the world’s first encyclopedia, as a record of
the prodigious, the quotidian, and the useful in Rome in the first century AD, for centuries Pliny has been
derided as little more than an inept compiler of facts and marvels intellectually incapable of formulating a
cogent argument supported through the selective marshaling of his materials.

In Pliny’s Defense of Empire, Laehn offers a radical reinterpretation of the architecture of Pliny’s
encyclopedia, exposing fundamental errors in the inherited understanding of the text traceable to its initial
reception in ancient Rome. Recognition of the text’s true structure reveals that Pliny’s encyclopedia is in fact
a first-rate work of political philosophy constituting an apology for Roman imperial expansionism grounded
in a sophisticated account of human nature. Correcting the accreted errors and prejudices of nearly 2,000
years of faulty Plinian scholarship, Laehn critically examines one of the most persuasive apologies for the
Roman Empire ever written and succeeds in rehabilitating the Elder Pliny as one of the world’s greatest
political thinkers.

An excellent resource and a must read for scholars in political theory, philosophy, and classical studies.
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From reader reviews:

Irving Brehm:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Pliny's Defense of Empire (Routledge Innovations in Political
Theory).

Madeline Pastrana:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Pliny's Defense of
Empire (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Tom Seaman:

Pliny's Defense of Empire (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Pliny's Defense of Empire (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) although
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
considering.

Kristin Walker:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Pliny's Defense of Empire (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory). You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge
and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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