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“If you want to know who you are and where you come from, follow the maíz.” That was the advice given to
author Roberto Cintli Rodriguez when he was investigating the origins and migrations of Mexican peoples in
the Four Corners region of the United States.

Follow it he did, and his book Our Sacred Maíz Is Our Mother changes the way we look at Mexican
Americans. Not so much peoples created as a result of war or invasion, they are people of the corn,
connected through a seven-thousand-year old maíz culture to other Indigenous inhabitants of the continent.
Using corn as the framework for discussing broader issues of knowledge production and history of
belonging, the author looks at how corn was included in codices and Mayan texts, how it was discussed by
elders, and how it is represented in theater and stories as a way of illustrating that Mexicans and Mexican
Americans share a common culture.

Rodriguez brings together scholarly and traditional (elder) knowledge about the long history of maíz/corn
cultivation and culture, its roots in Mesoamerica, and its living relationship to Indigenous peoples throughout
the continent, including Mexicans and Central Americans now living in the United States. The author argues
that, given the restrictive immigration policies and popular resentment toward migrants, a continued
connection to maíz culture challenges the social exclusion and discrimination that frames migrants as
outsiders and gives them a sense of belonging not encapsulated in the idea of citizenship. The “hidden
transcripts” of corn in everyday culture—art, song, stories, dance, and cuisine (maíz-based foods like the
tortilla)—have nurtured, even across centuries of colonialism, the living maíz culture of ancient knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Garza:

Our Sacred Maíz Is Our Mother: Indigeneity and Belonging in the Americas can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Our Sacred Maíz Is Our Mother: Indigeneity and Belonging in the Americas however doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Kenneth Flowers:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Our Sacred Maíz Is Our Mother:
Indigeneity and Belonging in the Americas is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Joseph Moody:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Our Sacred Maíz
Is Our Mother: Indigeneity and Belonging in the Americas.

Isidro Wells:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the Our Sacred Maíz Is Our Mother: Indigeneity and Belonging in the Americas when
you necessary it?
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