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Among the Old Order Mennonite and Amish communities of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, the coming of
the telephone posed a serious challenge to the longstanding traditions of work, worship, silence, and visiting.
In 1907, Mennonites crafted a compromise in order to avoid a church split and grudgingly allowed
telephones for lay people while prohibiting telephone ownership among the clergy. By 1909, the Amish had
banned the telephone completely from their homes. Since then, the vigorous and sometimes painful debates
about the meaning of the telephone reveal intense concerns about the maintenance of boundaries between the
community and the outside world and the processes Old Order communities use to confront and mediate
change.

In Holding the Line, Diane Zimmerman Umble offers a historical and ethnographic study of how the Old
Order Mennonites and Amish responded to and accommodated the telephone from the turn of the twentieth
century to the present. For Old Order communities, Umble writes, appropriate use of the telephone marks the
edges of appropriate association?who can be connected to whom, in what context, and under what
circumstances. Umble's analysis of the social meaning of the telephone explores the effect of technology on
community identity and the maintenance of cultural values through the regulation of the means of
communication.
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From reader reviews:

James Anderson:

The book Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in
Anabaptist Studies) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make examining a book Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite
and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like wide open and read a guide Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite
and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

George Privette:

The book Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in
Anabaptist Studies) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order
Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies)? A number of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center
Books in Anabaptist Studies) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Joseph Franson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a e-book. The book Holding the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish
Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Joan Morris:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a



book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Holding the Line: The
Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) which is getting
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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