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On December 18, 1863, just north of Elizabeth City in rural northeastern North Carolina, a large group of
white Union officers and black enlisted troops under the command of Brigadier General Edward Augustus
Wild executed a local citizen for his involvement in an irregular resistance to Union army incursions along
the coast. Daniel Bright, by conflicting accounts either a Confederate soldier home on leave or a deserter and
guerrilla fighter guilty of plundering farms and harassing local Unionists, was hanged inside an unfinished
postal building. The initial fall was not mortal, and according to one Union soldier's account, Bright suffered
a slow death by "strangulation, his heart not ceasing to beat for twenty minutes."

Until now, Civil War scholars considered Bright and the Union incursion that culminated in his gruesome
death as only a historical footnote. In Executing Daniel Bright, Barton A. Myers uses these events as a
window into the wider experience of local guerrilla conflict in North Carolina's Great Dismal Swamp region
and as a representation of a larger pattern of retaliatory executions and murders meant to coerce appropriate
political loyalty and military conduct on the Confederate homefront. Race, political loyalties, power, and
guerrilla violence all shaped the life of Daniel Bright and the home he died defending, and Myers shows how
the interplay of these four dynamics created a world where irregular military activity could thrive.

Myers opens with an analysis of antebellum slavery, race relations, slavery debates, and the role of the
environment in shaping the antebellum economy of northeastern North Carolina. He then details the
emergence of a rift between Unionist and Confederate factions in the area in 1861, the events in 1862 that
led to the formation of local guerrilla bands, and General Wild's 1863 military operation in Pasquotank,
Camden, and Currituck counties. He explores the local, state, regional, and Confederate Congress's responses
to the events of the Wild raid and specifically to Daniel Bright's hanging, revealing the role of racism in
shaping those responses. Finally, Myers outlines the outcome of efforts to negotiate neutrality and the state
of local loyalties by mid-1864.

Revising North Carolina's popular Civil War mythology, Myers concludes that guerrilla violence such as
Bright's execution occurred not only in the highlands or Piedmont region of the state's homefront; rather,
local irregular wars stretched from one corner of the state to the other. He explains how violence reshaped
this community and profoundly affected the ways loyalties shifted and manifested themselves during the
war. Above all, Myers contends, Bright's execution provides a tangible illustration of the collapse of social
order on the southern homefront that ultimately led to the downfall of the Confederacy.

Microhistory at its finest, Executing Daniel Bright adds a thought-provoking chapter to the ever-expanding
history of how Americans have coped with guerrilla war.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Roberts:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Executing Daniel Bright: Race, Loyalty, and Guerrilla
Violence in a Coastal Carolina Community, 1861-1865 (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the
American Civil War). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important a book Executing Daniel Bright: Race, Loyalty, and Guerrilla Violence in a Coastal
Carolina Community, 1861-1865 (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War). You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to
go to the library. Let's study.

Adam Allen:

Here thing why this specific Executing Daniel Bright: Race, Loyalty, and Guerrilla Violence in a Coastal
Carolina Community, 1861-1865 (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Executing Daniel Bright: Race,
Loyalty, and Guerrilla Violence in a Coastal Carolina Community, 1861-1865 (Conflicting Worlds: New
Dimensions of the American Civil War) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Executing Daniel Bright: Race, Loyalty, and
Guerrilla Violence in a Coastal Carolina Community, 1861-1865 (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of
the American Civil War). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed
book maybe the form of Executing Daniel Bright: Race, Loyalty, and Guerrilla Violence in a Coastal
Carolina Community, 1861-1865 (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) in e-
book can be your alternate.

Wilma Hogan:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Executing Daniel Bright: Race, Loyalty, and Guerrilla Violence in a Coastal Carolina Community, 1861-
1865 (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) will give you new experience in
looking at a book.



Shelly Reder:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This publication Executing Daniel Bright: Race, Loyalty, and Guerrilla Violence in a
Coastal Carolina Community, 1861-1865 (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War)
was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point
of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.
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