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Did women have a civic identity in eighteenth-century France? In Citoyennes: Women and the Ideal of
Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France, Annie Smart contends that they did. While previous scholarship
has emphasized the ideal of domestic motherhood or the image of the republican mother, Smart argues
persuasively that many pre-revolutionary and revolutionary texts created another ideal for women – the ideal
of civic motherhood. Smart asserts that women were portrayed as possessing civic virtue, and as promoting
the values and ideals of the public sphere.

Contemporary critics have theorized that the eighteenth-century ideal of the Republic intentionally excluded
women from the public sphere. According to this perspective, a discourse of “Rousseauean” domestic
motherhood stripped women of an active civic identity, and limited their role to breastfeeding and childcare.
Eighteenth-century France marked thus the division between a male public sphere of political action and a
female private sphere of the home.

Citoyennes challenges this position and offers an alternative model of female identity. This interdisciplinary
study brings together a variety of genres to demonstrate convincingly that women were portrayed as civic
individuals. Using foundational texts such as Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s Emile, or on Education (1762),
revolutionary gouaches of Lesueur, and vaudeville plays of Year II of the Republic (1793/1794), this study
brilliantly shows that in text and image, women were represented as devoted to both the public good and
their families.

In addition, Citoyennes offers an innovative interpretation of the home. Through re-examining sphere theory,
this study challenges the tendency to equate the home with private concerns, and shows that the home can
function as a site for both private life and civic identity.

Citoyennes breaks new ground, for it both rectifies the ideal of domestic Rousseauean motherhood, and
brings a fuller understanding to how female civic identity operated in important French texts and images.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Ross:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Citoyennes: Women and the Ideal of Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century
France. Try to make book Citoyennes: Women and the Ideal of Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France as
your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Lily Pawlak:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Citoyennes:
Women and the Ideal of Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Christopher Morton:

The knowledge that you get from Citoyennes: Women and the Ideal of Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century
France may be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Citoyennes: Women and the Ideal
of Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this Citoyennes: Women and the Ideal of Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France
instantly.

Marni Johnson:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Citoyennes: Women and the
Ideal of Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century France which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's find.
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