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Regional voices from England, Ireland, and Scotland inspired Seamus Heaney, the 1995 Nobel prize-winner,
to become a poet, and his home region of Northern Ireland provided the subject matter for much of his
poetry. In his work, Heaney explored, recorded, and preserved both the disappearing agrarian life of his
origins and the dramatic rise of sectarianism and the subsequent outbreak of the Northern Irish “Troubles”
beginning in the late 1960s. At the same time, Heaney consistently imagined a new region of Northern
Ireland where the conflicts that have long beset it and, by extension, the relationship between Ireland and the
United Kingdom might be synthesized and resolved. Finally, there is a third region Heaney committed
himself to explore and map?the spirit region, that world beyond our ken. 
 
In Seamus Heaney’s Regions, Richard Rankin Russell argues that Heaney’s regions?the first, geographic,
historical, political, cultural, linguistic; the second, a future where peace, even reconciliation, might one day
flourish; the third, the life beyond this one?offer the best entrance into and a unified understanding of
Heaney’s body of work in poetry, prose, translations, and drama. As Russell shows, Heaney believed in the
power of ideas?and the texts representing them?to begin resolving historical divisions. For Russell, Heaney’s
regionalist poetry contains a “Hegelian synthesis” view of history that imagines potential resolutions to the
conflicts that have plagued Ireland and Northern Ireland for centuries. Drawing on extensive archival and
primary material by the poet, Seamus Heaney’s Regions examines Heaney’s work from before his first
published poetry volume, Death of a Naturalist in 1966, to his most recent volume, the elegiac Human Chain
in 2010, to provide the most comprehensive treatment of the poet’s work to date.

"Richard Rankin Russell's Seamus Heaney's Regions is a major and original contribution; it is hard to think
of another critical work on Heaney that is so complete in its coverage, from the earliest activities to Human
Chain. Russell is extremely well-versed in Heaney's writings and extends his analysis beyond the usual
concentration on the poetry to bring in the crucial prose and dramatic works, including the early, largely
forgotten items. The breadth of his approach makes his book of interest to scholars in such neighboring fields
as social geography, history, and theology as well as contemporary literature." ?Bernard O'Donoghue,
Wadham College, University of Oxford
 
"Seamus Heaney's Regions will be welcomed by the many students and scholars who study Heaney, but also
by those interested in the turbulent post–World War II period in Northern Ireland. Since Heaney is one of the
best known contemporary poets, Russell's book should appeal to a wide audience. Russell gives readers an
overview of Heaney's career. Unlike some studies of Heaney, Russell’s Regions includes many insightful
commentaries on his essays and translations." ?Henry Hart, Mildred and J.B. Hickman Professor of
English and Humanities, The College of William and Mary 
 
"Seamus Heaney’s Regions radically transforms our understanding of the poet’s sense of place, his political
consciousness, and his visionary art. Drawing on a wealth of knowledge and extensive archival research,
Richard Rankin Russell offers us a superb account of Seamus Heaney as a global regionalist, a poet whose
localities extend beyond the national to the spiritual. Thoughtfully attentive to the cultural contours of the
writings and sensitively attuned to their formal and stylistic qualities, this is a book that will shape and
inform our appreciation of Heaney’s poetic achievements for years to come." ?Stephen Regan, Durham
University
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From reader reviews:

John Harris:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Seamus Heaney's Regions. You can choose
the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book Seamus
Heaney's Regions. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign
or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Donna Layne:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Seamus Heaney's Regions why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Lynn Groff:

You will get this Seamus Heaney's Regions by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can
to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Nancy Royals:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes looking at, not
only science book but novel and Seamus Heaney's Regions or maybe others sources were given know-how
for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book
was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Seamus Heaney's Regions to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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