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Medieval Douai was one of the wealthiest cloth towns of Flanders, and it left an enormous archive
documenting the personal financial affairs of its citizens—wills, marriage agreements, business contracts,
and records of court disputes over property rights of all kinds.

Based on extensive research in this archive, this book reveals how these documents were produced in a
centuries-long effort to regulate—and ultimately to redefine—property and gender relations. At the center of
the transformation was a shift from a marital property regime based on custom to one based on contract. In
the former, a widow typically inherited her husband's property; in the latter, she shared it with or simply held
it for his family or offspring. Howell asks why the law changed as it did and assesses the law's effects on
both social and gender meanings but she insists that the reform did not originate in general dissatisfaction
with custom or a desire to disempower widows. Instead, it was born in a complex economic, social and
cultural history during which Douaisiens gradually came to think about both property and gender in new
ways.
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From reader reviews:

Caleb Jones:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve The Marriage Exchange: Property,
Social Place, and Gender in Cities of the Low Countries, 1300-1550 (Women in Culture and Society) will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Carmela Williams:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be go through.
The Marriage Exchange: Property, Social Place, and Gender in Cities of the Low Countries, 1300-1550
(Women in Culture and Society) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short
free time problems.

Robert Lee:

You can get this The Marriage Exchange: Property, Social Place, and Gender in Cities of the Low Countries,
1300-1550 (Women in Culture and Society) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve
are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Kimberly Lunceford:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Marriage Exchange: Property,
Social Place, and Gender in Cities of the Low Countries, 1300-1550 (Women in Culture and Society) to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book
and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside
that the reserve The Marriage Exchange: Property, Social Place, and Gender in Cities of the Low Countries,
1300-1550 (Women in Culture and Society) can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone
and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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