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In The Lessons of Terror, novelist and military historian Caleb Carr examines terrorism throughout history
and the roots of our present crisis and reaches a provocative set of conclusions: the practice of targeting
enemy civilians is as old as warfare itself; it has always failed as a military and political tactic; and despite
the dramatic increases in its scope and range of weapons, it will continue to fail in the future.

International terrorism—the victimization of unarmed civilians in an attempt to affect their support for the
government that leads them—is a phrase with which Americans have become all too familiar recently. Yet
while at first glance terrorism seems a relatively modern phenomenon, Carr illustrates that it has been a
constant of military history. In ancient times, warring armies raped and slaughtered civilians and gratuitously
destroyed property, homes, and cities; in the Middle Ages, evangelical Muslims and Christian crusaders
spread their faiths by the sword; and in the early modern era, such celebrated kings as Louis XIV revealed a
taste for victimizing noncombatants for political purposes.

It was during the Civil War that Americans themselves first engaged in “total war,” the most egregious of the
many euphemisms for the tactics of terror. Under the leadership of such generals as Stonewall Jackson, the
forces of the South tried to systematize this horrifying practice; but it fell to a Union general, William
Tecumseh Sherman, to achieve that dubious goal. Carr recounts Sherman’s declaration of war on every man,
woman, and child in the South—a policy that he himself knew was badly flawed, had nothing to do with his
military successes (indeed, it hampered them), and brought long-term unrest to the American South by
giving birth to the Ku Klux Klan.

Carr’s exploration of terror reveals its consistently self-defeating nature. Far from prompting submission,
Carr argues, terrorism stiffens enemy resolve: for this reason above all, terrorism has never achieved—nor
will it ever achieve—long-term success, however physically destructive and psychologically debilitating it
may become. With commanding authority and the storyteller’s gift for which he is renowned, Caleb Carr
provides a critical historical context for understanding terrorist acts today, arguing that terrorism will be
eradicated only when it is perceived as a tactic that brings nothing save defeat to its agents.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Powers:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Lessons of Terror: A
History of Warfare Against Civilians: Why It Has Always Failed and Why It Will Fail Again. All type of
book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Virgie Tauber:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Lessons of Terror: A History
of Warfare Against Civilians: Why It Has Always Failed and Why It Will Fail Again, you can enjoy both. It
is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its
mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Robert Lyman:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This e-book The Lessons of Terror: A History of Warfare Against Civilians:
Why It Has Always Failed and Why It Will Fail Again was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to
add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Wanda Pence:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the The Lessons of Terror: A History of Warfare Against Civilians: Why It Has Always
Failed and Why It Will Fail Again when you necessary it?
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