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When acclaimed author Deni Béchard first learned of the last living bonobos—matriarchal great apes that
are, alongside the chimpanzee, our closest relatives in the animal kingdom—he was completely astonished.
How could the world possibly accept the extinction of this majestic species?

Béchard discovered one relatively small NGO, the Bonobo Conservation Initiative (BCI), which has done
more to save bonobos than many far larger organizations. Based on the author’s extensive travels in the
Congo and Rwanda, this book explores BCI's success, offering a powerful, truly postcolonial model of
conservation. In contrast to other traditional conservation groups Béchard finds, BCI works closely with
Congolese communities, addressing the underlying problems of poverty and unemployment, which lead to
the hunting of bonobos. By creating jobs and building schools, they gradually change the conditions that lead
to the eradication of the bonobos.

This struggle is far from easy. Devastated by the worst military conflict since World War II, the Congo and
its forests continue to be destroyed by aggressive logging and mining. Béchard's fascinating and moving
account—filled with portraits of the extraordinary individuals and communities who make it all happen
offers a rich example of how international conservation must be reinvented before it's too late.
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From reader reviews:

Elvira Eberhardt:

Often the book Empty Hands, Open Arms: The Race to Save Bonobos in the Congo and Make Conservation
Go Viral will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the
idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The
book Empty Hands, Open Arms: The Race to Save Bonobos in the Congo and Make Conservation Go Viral
is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

Edwin Ball:

You can spend your free time to read this book this book. This Empty Hands, Open Arms: The Race to Save
Bonobos in the Congo and Make Conservation Go Viral is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Natalie Althoff:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Empty Hands, Open Arms: The Race to
Save Bonobos in the Congo and Make Conservation Go Viral or others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In
other case, beside science book, any other book likes Empty Hands, Open Arms: The Race to Save Bonobos
in the Congo and Make Conservation Go Viral to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like here.

Mark Whitten:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Empty Hands, Open Arms: The Race to Save
Bonobos in the Congo and Make Conservation Go Viral to make your own reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make
you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for
you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the publication Empty Hands, Open Arms: The Race to
Save Bonobos in the Congo and Make Conservation Go Viral can to be your brand-new friend when you're
truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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