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Ritual is part of what it means to be human. Like sports, music, and drama, ritual defines and enriches
culture, putting those who practice it in touch with sources of value and meaning larger than themselves.
Ritual is unavoidable, yet it holds a place in modern life that is decidedly ambiguous. What is ritual? What
does it do? Is it useful? What are the various kinds of ritual? Is ritual tradition bound and conservative or
innovative and transformational?

Alongside description of a number of specific rites, this Very Short Introduction explores ritual from both
theoretical and historical perspectives. Barry Stephenson focuses on the places where ritual touches everyday
life: in politics and power; moments of transformation in the life cycle; as performance and embodiment. He
also discusses the boundaries of ritual, and how and why certain behaviors have been studied as ritual while
others have not.

Stephenson shows how ritual is an important vehicle for group and identity formation; how it generates and
transmits beliefs and values; how it can be used to exploit and oppress; and how it has served as a touchstone
for thinking about cultural origins and historical change. Encompassing the breadth and depth of modern
ritual studies, Barry Stephenson's Very Short Introduction also develops a narrative of ritual's place in social
and cultural life.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Williams:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Ritual: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer connected with Ritual: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) content conveys the
idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Ritual: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Kevin Santiago:

This Ritual: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) are generally reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Ritual: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book
is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this Ritual: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Bessie Papp:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Ritual: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt
Ritual: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as good book not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Thomas Rojas:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Different



categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Ritual: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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