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This book provides insights into the archaeological context of the Nok Culture in Nigeria (West Africa). It
was first published in German accompanying the same-titled exhibition Nok - Ein Ursprung afrikanischer
Skulptur at the Liebieghaus Skulpturensammlung in Frankfurt (30th October 2013 - 23rd March 2014) and
has now been translated into English. A team of archaeologists from the Goethe University Frankfurt/Main
has been researching the Nok Culture since 2005. The results are now presented to the public. The Nok
Culture existed for about 1500 years - from around the mid-second millennium BCE to the turn of the
Common Era. It is mainly known by the elaborate terracotta sculptures which were likewise the focus of the
exhibition. The research of the archaeologists from Frankfurt, however, not only concerns the terracotta
figures. They investigate the Nok Culture from a holistic perspective and put it into the larger context of the
search for universal developments in the history of mankind. Such a development - important because it
initiated a new era of the past - is the transition from small groups of hunters and gatherers to large
communities with complex forms of human co-existence. This process took place almost everywhere in the
world in the last 10,000 years, although in very different ways. The Nok Culture represents an African
variant of that process. It belongs to a group of archaeological cultures or human groups, who in part
subsisted on the crops they were growing and lived in mostly small but permanent settlements in the savanna
regions south of the Sahara from the second millennium BCE onwards. The discovery of metallurgy is the
next turning point in the development of the first farming cultures. In Africa the first metal used was not
copper or bronze as in the Near East and Europe, but iron. The people of the Nok Culture were among the
first that produced iron south of the Sahara. This happened in the first millennium BCE - about 1000 years
after the agricultural beginning. While iron metallurgy spread rapidly across sub-Saharan Africa, the
terracotta sculptures remained a cultural monopoly of the Nok Culture. Nothing comparable existed in Africa
outside of Ancient Egypt and the Mediterranean coast. The oldest, securely dated clay figures date back to
the early first millennium BCE. Currently, it seems as if they appeared in the Nok Culture before iron
metallurgy, reaching their peak in the following centuries. At the end of the first millennium BCE they
disappeared from the scene. There is hardly any doubt about the ritual character of the Nok sculptures. Yet,
central questions remain unanswered: Why did such an apparently complex world of ritual practices develop
in an early farming culture just before or at the beginning of the momentous invention of iron production?
Why were the elaborate sculptures - as excavations show - intentionally destroyed? And why did they
disappear as suddenly as they emerged?
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From reader reviews:

George Kirby:

The book Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context has a lot info on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading
this book.

Donald Bonilla:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Nok: African Sculpture in
Archaeological Context e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
uncertainty Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context as good book not just by the cover but also
with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

David Rivera:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top record in your reading list is Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Angela Strange:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Nok: African Sculpture in Archaeological Context can make you experience more
interested to read.
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