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In brute-force struggles for survival, such as the two World Wars, disorganization and divisions within an
enemy alliance are to one's own advantage. However, most international security politics involve coercive
diplomacy and negotiations short of all-out war. Worse Than a Monolith demonstrates that when states are
engaged in coercive diplomacy--combining threats and assurances to influence the behavior of real or
potential adversaries--divisions, rivalries, and lack of coordination within the opposing camp often make it
more difficult to prevent the onset of conflict, to prevent existing conflicts from escalating, and to negotiate
the end to those conflicts promptly. Focusing on relations between the Communist and anti-Communist
alliances in Asia during the Cold War, Thomas Christensen explores how internal divisions and lack of
cohesion in the two alliances complicated and undercut coercive diplomacy by sending confusing signals
about strength, resolve, and intent. In the case of the Communist camp, internal mistrust and rivalries
catalyzed the movement's aggressiveness in ways that we would not have expected from a more cohesive
movement under Moscow's clear control.

Reviewing newly available archival material, Christensen examines the instability in relations across the
Asian Cold War divide, and sheds new light on the Korean and Vietnam wars.

While recognizing clear differences between the Cold War and post-Cold War environments, he investigates
how efforts to adjust burden-sharing roles among the United States and its Asian security partners have
complicated U.S.-China security relations since the collapse of the Soviet Union.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Williams:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Worse Than a Monolith: Alliance Politics and Problems of Coercive
Diplomacy in Asia (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) book is readable by simply you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding
Worse Than a Monolith: Alliance Politics and Problems of Coercive Diplomacy in Asia (Princeton Studies
in International History and Politics) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even
now thinking Worse Than a Monolith: Alliance Politics and Problems of Coercive Diplomacy in Asia
(Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Laura Crabtree:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Worse Than a Monolith: Alliance Politics and
Problems of Coercive Diplomacy in Asia (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics), you can
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously
its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Josefina Smith:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Worse Than a Monolith:
Alliance Politics and Problems of Coercive Diplomacy in Asia (Princeton Studies in International History
and Politics) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want
to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Worse Than a Monolith: Alliance Politics and
Problems of Coercive Diplomacy in Asia (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) become
your own starter.

Michael Aldrich:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. Within this



modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the Worse
Than a Monolith: Alliance Politics and Problems of Coercive Diplomacy in Asia (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics) when you essential it?
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