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"The greatest novel of physical love which China has produced." —Pearl S. Buck

A saga of ruthless ambition, murder, and lust, The Golden Lotus (Jin Ping Mei) has been called the fifth
Great Classical Novel in Chinese literature and one of the Four Masterworks of the Ming novel. Admired in
its own time for its literary qualities and biting indictment of the immorality and cruelty of its age, it has also
been denigrated as a "dirty" book for its sexual frankness. It centers on Ximen Qing, a wealthy, young,
dissolute, and politically connected merchant, and his marriage to a fifth wife, Pan Jinlian, literally "Golden
Lotus." In her desire to influence her husband and, through him, control the other wives, concubines, and
entire household, she uses sex as her main weapon. The Golden Lotus lays bare the rivalries within this
wealthy family while chronicling its rise and fall. It fields a host of vivid characters, each seeking advantage
in a corrupt world.

The author of The Golden Lotus is Lanling Xiaoxiaosheng, whose name, a pseudonym, means "Scoffing
Scholar of Lanling." His great work, written in the late Ming but set in the Song Dynasty, is a virtuoso
collection of voices and vices, mixing in poetry and song and sampling different social registers, from
popular ballads to the language of bureaucrats, in order to recreate and comment mordantly on the society of
the time.

This edition features a new introduction by Robert Hegel of Washington University, who situates the novel
for contemporary readers and explains its greatness as the first single-authored novel in the Chinese tradition.
This translation contains the complete, unexpurgated text as translated by Clement Egerton with the
assistance of Shu Qingchun, later known as Lao She, one of the most prominent Chinese writers of the
twentieth century. The translation has been pinyinized and corrected.
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From reader reviews:

Lindsey Putman:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Golden Lotus Volume 2: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle
Classics). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book The Golden Lotus Volume 2: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics). You can add knowledge and
of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Vera Gates:

The book The Golden Lotus Volume 2: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics) make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Golden
Lotus Volume 2: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics) to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you
like open and read a reserve The Golden Lotus Volume 2: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics). Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Violet Iverson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Golden Lotus Volume 2: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics).

Robin Bone:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Golden Lotus Volume 2: Jin
Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as



your good habit, you may pick The Golden Lotus Volume 2: Jin Ping Mei (Tuttle Classics) become your
personal starter.
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