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To many rural Iowans, the stock market crash on New York’s Wall Street in October 1929 seemed an event
far removed from their lives, even though the effects of the crash became all too real throughout the state.
From 1929 to 1933, the enthusiastic faith that most Iowans had in Iowan President Herbert Hoover was
transformed into bitter disappointment with the federal government. As a result, Iowans directly questioned
their leadership at the state, county, and community levels with a renewed spirit to salvage family farms,
demonstrating the uniqueness of Iowa’s rural life. 
Beginning with an overview of the state during 1929, Lisa L. Ossian describes Iowa’s particular rural
dilemmas, evoking, through anecdotes and examples, the economic, nutritional, familial, cultural, industrial,
criminal, legal, and political challenges that engaged the people of the state. The following chapters analyze
life during the early Depression:  new prescriptions for children’s health, creative housekeeping to stretch
resources, the use of farm “playlets” to communicate new information creatively and memorably, the demise
of the soft coal mining industry, increased violence within the landscape, and the movement to end
Prohibition.
The challenges faced in the early Great Depression years between 1929 and 1933 encouraged
resourcefulness rather than passivity, creativity rather than resignation, and community rather than
hopelessness. Of particular interest is the role of women within the rural landscape, as much of the increased
daily work fell to farm women during this time. While the women addressed this work simply as “making
do,” Ossian shows that their resourcefulness entailed complex planning essential for families’ emotional and
physical health.
Ossian’s epilogue takes readers into the Iowa of today, dominated by industrial agriculture, and asks the
reader to consider if this model that stemmed from Depression-era innovation is sustainable. Her rich rural
history not only helps readers understand the particular forces at work that shaped the social and physical
landscape of the past but also traces how these landscapes have continued in various forms for almost eighty
years into this century.
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From reader reviews:

Ruby Martinez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Depression Dilemmas of Rural Iowa, 1929-1933. Try to the actual
book The Depression Dilemmas of Rural Iowa, 1929-1933 as your friend. It means that it can for being your
friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book.
So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Ella Carlson:

This The Depression Dilemmas of Rural Iowa, 1929-1933 are reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The reason of this The Depression Dilemmas of Rural Iowa, 1929-1933 can be one
of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a
person with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The
Depression Dilemmas of Rural Iowa, 1929-1933 giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Ellis Pauling:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Depression Dilemmas of Rural
Iowa, 1929-1933 book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The Depression Dilemmas of
Rural Iowa, 1929-1933 as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one guide
that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Raymond Jackson:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Depression Dilemmas of Rural Iowa, 1929-1933 we can acquire more advantage.
Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book The
Depression Dilemmas of Rural Iowa, 1929-1933. You can more attractive than now.
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