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At a time when slavery was spreading and the country was steeped in racism, two white men and two black
men overcame social barriers and mistrust to form a unique alliance that sought nothing less than the end of
all evil. Drawing on the largest extant bi-racial correspondence in the Civil War era, John Stauffer braids
together these men's struggles to reconcile ideals of justice with the reality of slavery and oppression. Who
could imagine that Gerrit Smith, one of the richest men in the country, would give away his wealth to the
poor and ally himself with Frederick Douglass, an ex-slave? And why would James McCune Smith, the most
educated black man in the country, link arms with John Brown, a bankrupt entrepreneur, along with the
others? Distinguished by their interracial bonds, they shared a millennialist vision of a new world where
everyone was free and equal.

As the nation headed toward armed conflict, these men waged their own war by establishing model
interracial communities, forming a new political party, and embracing violence. Their revolutionary ethos
bridged the divide between the sacred and the profane, black and white, masculine and feminine, and
civilization and savagery that had long girded western culture. In so doing, it embraced a malleable and
"black-hearted" self that was capable of violent revolt against a slaveholding nation, in order to usher in a
kingdom of God on earth. In tracing the rise and fall of their prophetic vision and alliance, Stauffer reveals
how radical reform helped propel the nation toward war even as it strove to vanquish slavery and preserve
the peace.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Treat:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
The Black Hearts of Men: Radical Abolitionists and the Transformation of Race, it is possible to tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a e-book.

Candace Edwards:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this The Black
Hearts of Men: Radical Abolitionists and the Transformation of Race.

Carl Harber:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lot of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually The Black Hearts of Men: Radical Abolitionists and the Transformation of Race.

Shawn Mathison:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Black Hearts of Men: Radical Abolitionists and the Transformation of Race your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The The Black Hearts of Men: Radical Abolitionists and
the Transformation of Race giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also



giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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