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What did it mean to be a wife, woman, or slave in a society in which a land-owning woman was forbidden to
lay with her male slave but the same slave might be allowed to take concubines? Jurists of the nascent
Maliki, Hanafi, and Shafi‘i legal schools frequently compared marriage to purchase and divorce to
manumission. Juggling scripture, precedent, and custom on one hand, and the requirements of logical
consistency on the other, legal scholars engaged in vigorous debate. The emerging consensus demonstrated a
self-perpetuating analogy between a husband’s status as master and a wife’s as slave, even as jurists insisted
on the dignity of free women and, increasingly, the masculine rights of enslaved husbands.

Marriage and Slavery in Early Islam presents the first systematic analysis of how these jurists
conceptualized marriage?its rights and obligations?using the same rhetoric of ownership used to describe
slavery. Kecia Ali explores parallels between marriage and concubinage that legitimized sex and legitimated
offspring using eighth- through tenth-century legal texts. As the jurists discussed claims spouses could make
on each other?including dower, sex, obedience, and companionship–they returned repeatedly to issues of
legal status: wife and concubine, slave and free, male and female.

Complementing the growing body of scholarship on Islamic marital and family law, Ali boldly contributes to
the ongoing debates over feminism, sexuality, and reform in Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Mattox:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Marriage and Slavery in Early Islam.

Barbara Mobley:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Marriage and Slavery in
Early Islam book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Jacob Gray:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Marriage and Slavery in Early Islam book is readable by means of you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with
Marriage and Slavery in Early Islam content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you even
now thinking Marriage and Slavery in Early Islam is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Anthony Vice:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of
us novel, comics, along with soon. The Marriage and Slavery in Early Islam offer you a new experience in
reading through a book.
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