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“If you want to understand not only the rise of the modern conservative movement but also how
conservatives can regain their footing during these perilous times, you must read William F. Buckley Jr.: The
Maker of a Movement. Lee Edwards, himself a conservative icon, describes in beautiful and concise prose
the brilliance that was Buckley. The book, like Buckley, is fascinating, compelling, and edifying.”

—Mark R. Levin, bestselling author of Liberty and Tyranny, nationally syndicated radio host
 
“Who: William F. Buckley Jr. What: Changing American political and intellectual culture. When:
1925–2008. Where: Postwar Yale, China with Mao and Nixon, the NR conference room table. How: Lee
Edwards, who knew the principles and lived the history, explains it all in this compact, complete synopsis.”

—Richard Brookhiser, author of Right Time, Right Place: Coming of Age with William F. Buckley
Jr. and the Conservative Movement

 
 

The modern-day Renaissance man who forged the conservative movement
 

The polysyllabic vocabulary, the wit, the charm, the sailing adventures, the spy novels—all of these
have become part of the William F. Buckley Jr. legend. But to consider only Buckley’s charisma and
ceaseless energy is to miss that above all he was committed to advancing ideas.

Now, noted conservative historian Lee Edwards, who knew Bill Buckley for more than forty years,
delivers a much-needed intellectual biography of the man has been called “arguably the most important
public intellectual in the United States in the past half century.” In this concise and compelling book,
Edwards reveals how Buckley did more than any other person to build the conservative movement. Once
derided as a set of “irritable mental gestures,” conservatism became, under Buckley’s guidance, a political
and intellectual force that transformed America.

As conservatives debate the ideas that should drive their movement, William F. Buckley Jr.: The
Maker of a Movement reminds us of the principles that animated Buckley, as well as the thinkers who
inspired him. The four most important intellectual influences on this great molder of American conservatism,
Edwards shows, were libertarian author and social critic Albert Jay Nock, conservative political scientist
Willmoore Kendall, former Soviet spy Whittaker Chambers, and realpolitik apostle James Burnham. Having
dug deep into the voluminous Buckley papers, Edwards also illuminates the profound influence of Buckley’s
close-knit family and his unwavering Catholic faith.

Edwards brilliantly captures the free spirit and unbounded energy of the conservative polymath, but
he also shows that Buckley did not succeed merely on the strength of a winning personality. Rather,
Buckley’s achievements were the result of a long series of quite deliberate political acts—many of them
overlooked today.

William F. Buckley Jr.: The Maker of a Movement tells the incredible story of a man who could
have been a playboy, sailing his yacht and skiing in Switzerland, but who chose to be the St. Paul of the
conservative movement, carrying the message far and wide. Lee Edwards shows how and why it
happened—and the remarkable results.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Lavery:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled William F. Buckley Jr.: The Maker of a Movement. Try to the actual book
William F. Buckley Jr.: The Maker of a Movement as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend
when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by
the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Lou Marshall:

This William F. Buckley Jr.: The Maker of a Movement tend to be reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this William F. Buckley Jr.: The Maker of a Movement can be on
the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
anyone with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
William F. Buckley Jr.: The Maker of a Movement giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Mary Hubbard:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is usually William F. Buckley Jr.: The Maker of a Movement.

Beverly Thomas:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news.
In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the William F. Buckley Jr.: The Maker of a Movement when you desired it?
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