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Written by a superb novelist of contemporary manners, The Women in Black is a fairytale which illuminates
the extraordinariness of ordinary lives.

The women in black are run off their feet, what with the Christmas rush and the summer sales that follow.
But it's Sydney in the 1950s, and there's still just enough time left on a hot and frantic day to dream and
scheme...By the time the last marked-down frock has been sold, most of the staff of the Ladies' Cocktail
section at F. G. Goode's have been launched into slightly different careers.

With the lightest touch and the most tender of comic instincts, Madeleine St John conjures a vanished
summer of innocence. The Women in Black, introduced by Bruce Beresford, is a great novel, a lost
Australian classic.

Madeleine St John was born in Sydney in 1941. She studied Arts at Sydney University, where her
contemporaries included Bruce Beresford, Germaine Greer, Clive James and Robert Hughes. In 1993, St
John published her first novel, The Women in Black, the only book she set in Australia. Her third novel, The
Essence of the Thing (1997), was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize.

Bruce Beresford is one of Australia's best known film and opera directors. His films include The Getting of
Wisdom, Driving Miss Daisy and Breaker Morant.
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'Seductive, hilarious, brilliantly observed, this novel shimmers with wit and tenderness.' Helen Garner

'An exceptional writer. Those of us who knew her at Sydney University back in the late 1950s are still trying
to forgive ourselves that we never guessed what she would become.' Clive James

'A knockout - ironic, sharp, alive, and then you're stopped in your tracks by the warmth of her insights.' Joan
London

'A little gem...shot through with old-fashioned innocence and sly humour.' Vogue

'A highly sophisticated work, full of funny, sharp and subtle observations...a small masterpiece.' Sunday
Times(UK)

'There is something special about...The Women in Black. St John's tone is...a joy: brisk, perfectly managed
and, in its disdain for clutter, oddly life-affirming. She casts an airy spell with the deftness of her prose,
which moves gracefully, swiftly and with perfect manners...[St John] conjures a Sydney on the cusp of
modern promise; a place where her characters can meet the future with a bright face and step out of the past
like an old dress, where limits can be lightly shaken off.' Delia Falconer, Australian
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From reader reviews:

Robert Qualls:

Here thing why this The Women in Black (Text Classics) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as scrumptious
as food or not. The Women in Black (Text Classics) giving you information deeper since different ways, you
can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with The Women in Black (Text Classics). It
gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even
in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the
form of The Women in Black (Text Classics) in e-book can be your option.

Sylvia Cunningham:

The guide with title The Women in Black (Text Classics) contains a lot of information that you can find out
it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Dennis Lewis:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is The Women in Black (Text Classics) this e-book consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation
when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.

Lisa Robinson:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Women in Black (Text
Classics) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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