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This is a unique account of working-class childhood during the British industrial revolution. Using more than
600 autobiographies written by working men of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries Jane Humphries
illuminates working-class childhood in contexts untouched by conventional sources and facilitates estimates
of age at starting work, social mobility, the extent of apprenticeship, and the duration of schooling. The
classic era of industrialization, 1790-1850, apparently saw an upsurge in child labour. While the memoirs
implicate mechanization and the division of labour in this increase, they also show that fatherlessness and
large sibsets, common in these turbulent, high-mortality, and high-fertility times, often cast children as
partners and supports for mothers struggling to hold families together. The book offers unprecedented
insights into child labour, family life, careers, and schooling. Its images of suffering, stoicism, and
occasional childish pleasures put the humanity back into economic history and the trauma back into the
industrial revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Ryan:

This Childhood and Child Labour in the British Industrial Revolution (Cambridge Studies in Economic
History - Second Series) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Childhood
and Child Labour in the British Industrial Revolution (Cambridge Studies in Economic History - Second
Series) without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry Childhood and Child Labour in the British Industrial Revolution (Cambridge
Studies in Economic History - Second Series) can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Childhood and
Child Labour in the British Industrial Revolution (Cambridge Studies in Economic History - Second Series)
having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

George Hughes:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
usually Childhood and Child Labour in the British Industrial Revolution (Cambridge Studies in Economic
History - Second Series).

Raymond Murray:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Childhood and Child Labour in the British Industrial Revolution
(Cambridge Studies in Economic History - Second Series) can make you feel more interested to read.

Wanda Riddle:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through the



book Childhood and Child Labour in the British Industrial Revolution (Cambridge Studies in Economic
History - Second Series) we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become
creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Childhood and Child Labour in the British
Industrial Revolution (Cambridge Studies in Economic History - Second Series). You can more desirable
than now.
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