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The Power of Genre was first published in 1986. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to
make long-unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from the original University
of Minnesota Press editions.

The Power of Genre is a radical and systematic rethinking of the relationship between literary genre and
critical explanation. Adene Rosmarin shows how traditional theories of genre—whether called "historical,"
"intrinsic," or "theoretical"—are necessarily undone by their attempts to define genre representationally.
Rather, Rosmarin argues, the opening premise of critical argument is always critical purpose or, as E. H.
Gombrich has said, function, and the genre or "form" follows the reform. The goal is a relational model that
works.

Rosemarin analyzes existing theories of genre — those of Hirsch, Crane, Frye, Todorov, Jauss, and Rader
are given particular attention—before proposing her own. These analyses uncover the illogic that plagues
even sophisticated attempts to treat genre as a preexistent entity. Rosmarin shows how defining genre
pragmatically – as explicitly chosen or devised to serve explicitly critical purposes – solves this problem: a
pragmatic theory of genre builds analysis of its metaphors and motives into its program, thereby eliminating
theory's traditional need to deny the invented and rhetorical nature of its schemes. A pragmatic theory,
however, must be tested not only by its internal cohesion but also by its power to enable practice, and
Rosmarin chooses the dramatic monologue, an infamously problematic genre, and its recent relative, the
mask lyric, as testing grounds. Both genres—variously exemplified by poems of Browning, Thennyson,
Eliot, and Pound—are ex post facto critical constructs that, when defined as such, make closely reasoned
sense not only of particular poems but also of their perplexed interpretive histories. Moreover, both genres
dwell on the historicity, textuality, and redemptive imperfection of the speaking self. This generic obsession
ties the poems to their reception and, finally, to the openended, processes of hermeneutic question-and-
answer stressed in Rosmarin's framing theory.
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From reader reviews:

Marla Mestas:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Power of Genre book because
this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.

Dennis Lewis:

This book untitled The Power of Genre to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because
when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the
book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Larry Morris:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
The Power of Genre, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Hoyt Adkins:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the guide untitled The Power of Genre can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity
to you.
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