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FROM THE AUTHOR OF A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SMILE, A COMPLETE INDEX OF THE DIGIT

In this collision between art and science, history and pop culture, the acclaimed art historian Angus Trumble
examines the finger from every possible angle. His inquiries into its representation in art take us from
Buddhist statues in Kyoto to the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, from cave art to Picasso’s Guernica, from Van
Dyck’s and Rubens’s winning ways with gloves to the longstanding French taste for tapering digits. But
Trumble also asks intriguing questions about the finger in general: How do fingers work, and why do most of
us have five on each hand? Why do we bite our nails?

This witty, odd, and fascinating book is filled with diverse anecdotes about the silent language of gesture, the
game of love, the spinning of balls, superstitions relating to the severed fingers of thieves, and systems of
computation that were used on wharves and in shops, markets, granaries, and warehouses throughout the
ancient Roman world. Side by side with historical discussions of rings and gloves and nail polish are
meditations on the finger’s essential role in writing, speech, sports, crime, law, sex, worhsip, memory,
scratching politely at eighteenth-century French doors (instead of crudely knocking), or merely satisfying an
itch—and, of course, in the eponymous show of contempt.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Lawler:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Finger: A Handbook can be fine book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Dale Hollander:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer can be The Finger: A Handbook why because the excellent cover that make you consider
in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or
even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Deborah Hayes:

This The Finger: A Handbook is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for
you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
details accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are
read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Finger: A Handbook
in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Leonard Vega:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and The Finger: A Handbook or perhaps others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes The
Finger: A Handbook to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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