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Seminar paper from the year 2003 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1,0, University of Hamburg (IAA), course: Seminar II: "George Orwell, the English and the Empire", 8
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: In this paper we will not mainly focus on an
interpretation of the plot of "Shooting an Elephant", but we will rather explore how the elements of the text
and hypertexts (such as the narrator and the elephant as well as imperialism) are related and set in opposition
to each other within the text. We will basically concentrate on the differences between 4 main carriers of
meaning in "Shooting an Elephant" and how these differences differ themselves depending on their
constellation to each other. For that we will explore their contradictory as well as their contrary relations to
each other. Moreover, we will explore how the central themes dealt with in "Shooting an Elephant" derive
from these constellations and how the text transports the ideas of imperialism rooted in the language and
especially in the narrative structure which reinforces the idea of 'us' and 'them'. In order to substantiate our
findings, we will employ a method called the semiotic square developed by Algirdas Greimas. It will help us
to develop the inherent and underlying organisation of this essay through its acting elements and ordering
principles. The semiotic square is a tool originating from the text and discourse analysis and as such it hails
from structuralism and poststructuralism. Authors such as Frederic Jameson6 have frequently used it to
determine how meaning is not only reproduced, but also transmitted through and by a text. Especially
transformations from one form of society to another have been realised in narrative texts such as novels or
later films. The semiotic square helps to detect these structural embeddings in the text. Consequently, the
structure of the current analysis will be as follows: First, we will give a
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From reader reviews:

Michael Gibson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Orwell: Shooting an Elephant - A semiotic approach.

Michelle Han:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move, shopping,
or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Orwell: Shooting an Elephant - A
semiotic approach? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with
the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Daniel Scott:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Orwell: Shooting an Elephant - A semiotic approach as the daily resource
information.

John Threadgill:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Orwell: Shooting an Elephant - A semiotic approach why because
the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up
this book.
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