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Andrew Johnson was the 17th President of the United States, serving from 1865 to 1869. Johnson became
president as he was vice president at the time of President Abraham Lincoln's assassination. A Democrat
who ran with Lincoln on the National Union ticket, Johnson came to office as the Civil War concluded. The
new president favored quick restoration of the seceded states to the Union. His plans did not give protection
to the former slaves, and he came into conflict with the Republican-dominated Congress, culminating in his
impeachment by the House of Representatives. The first American president to be impeached, he was
acquitted in the Senate by one vote.

Johnson was born in poverty in Raleigh, North Carolina. Apprenticed as a tailor, he worked in several
frontier towns before settling in Greeneville, Tennessee. He served as alderman and mayor there before
being elected to the Tennessee House of Representatives in 1835. After brief service in the Tennessee
Senate, Johnson was elected to the federal House of Representatives in 1843, where he served five two-year
terms. He became Governor of Tennessee for four years, and was elected by the legislature to the Senate in
1857. In his congressional service, he sought passage of the Homestead Bill, which was enacted soon after
he left his Senate seat in 1862.

As Southern slave states, including Tennessee, seceded to form the Confederate States of America, Johnson
remained firmly with the Union. He was the only sitting senator from a Confederate state who did not resign
his seat upon learning of his state's secession. In 1862, Lincoln appointed him as military governor of
Tennessee after it had been retaken. In 1864, Johnson, as a War Democrat and Southern Unionist, was a
logical choice as running mate for Lincoln, who wished to send a message of national unity in his re-election
campaign; their ticket easily won. When Johnson was sworn in as vice president in March 1865, he gave a
rambling speech. He later secluded himself to avoid public ridicule. Six weeks later, the assassination of
Lincoln made him president.

Johnson implemented his own form of Presidential Reconstruction – a series of proclamations directing the
seceded states to hold conventions and elections to re-form their civil governments. When Southern states
returned many of their old leaders, and passed Black Codes to deprive the freedmen of many civil liberties,
Congressional Republicans refused to seat legislators from those states and advanced legislation to overrule
the Southern actions. Johnson vetoed their bills, and Congressional Republicans overrode him, setting a
pattern for the remainder of his presidency. Johnson opposed the Fourteenth Amendment, which gave
citizenship to former slaves. In 1866, Johnson went on an unprecedented national tour promoting his
executive policies, seeking to destroy his Republican opponents. As the conflict between the branches of
government grew, Congress passed the Tenure of Office Act, restricting Johnson's ability to fire Cabinet
officials. When he persisted in trying to dismiss Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, he was impeached by the
House of Representatives, and narrowly avoided conviction in the Senate and removal from office.
Returning to Tennessee after his presidency, Johnson sought political vindication, and gained it in his eyes
when he was elected to the Senate again in 1875 (the only former president to serve there), just months
before his death. Many historians rank Johnson among the worst American presidents for his strong
opposition to federally guaranteed rights for African Americans, while some historians admire Johnson for
his strict constitutionalism.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Anderson:

This Andrew Johnson: A Biography book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you
will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That Andrew Johnson:
A Biography without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Andrew Johnson: A Biography can bring any time you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This Andrew Johnson: A Biography having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Emily Meredith:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Andrew
Johnson: A Biography.

Bertha Morrison:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Andrew Johnson: A Biography will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Aurora Ammon:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This Andrew Johnson: A Biography can give you a lot of
buddies because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you
to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Andrew Johnson: A Biography.
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