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Titled after “Tom-Mania,” the name a British newspaper gave to the international sensation attending the
1852 novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin, this study looks anew at the novel and the songs, plays, sketches,
translations, and imitations it inspired. In particular, Sarah Meer shows how the theatrical mode of blackface
minstrelsy, the slavery question, and America’s emerging cultural identity affected how Uncle Tom’s Cabin
was read, discussed, dramatized, merchandised, and politicized here and abroad.

Until Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Meer says, little truly common ground existed on which the United States and
Britain could debate slavery. In addition to cutting across class, gender, and national lines, the novel tapped
into a huge, preexisting transatlantic appetite for blackface performance. Even as it condemned slavery,
however, Uncle Tom’s Cabin was ambiguous about racial equality, and it portrayed blacks in demeaning
ways. This gave copycat novels and minstrel stagings leeway to stray from Harriet Beecher Stowe’s
intentions. Minstrel-show versions in particular had a huge influence on later incarnations of the Uncle Tom
story, converting the character into “a comic, or worse, a proslavery stooge”—a scorned figure in our
popular memory.

To look at how and why Uncle Tom’s Cabin “both advocated emancipation and licensed a plethora of racist
imitators,” Meer places it in the context of contemporary minstrel sketches, melodramas, songs, jokes,
newspaper commentaries, slave narratives, travel writing, proslavery novels, and even Uncle Tom
merchandise like china figurines and wallpaper. She goes on to discuss Harriet Beecher Stowe’s travelogue
Sunny Memories of Foreign Lands and her second novel, Dred. The publication of each unleashed the
political energies of Uncle Tom’s Cabin and its revisions yet again.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Herr:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Uncle Tom
Mania: Slavery, Minstrelsy, and Transatlantic Culture in the 1850s? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jennifer Bell:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Uncle Tom Mania: Slavery, Minstrelsy,
and Transatlantic Culture in the 1850s is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Patricia Nebeker:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Uncle Tom Mania: Slavery,
Minstrelsy, and Transatlantic Culture in the 1850s book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Donald Corbett:

Typically the book Uncle Tom Mania: Slavery, Minstrelsy, and Transatlantic Culture in the 1850s has a lot
details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy
to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.
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