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Why did Machiavelli write the Prince - and why did religious and political authorities find it so threatening?
Five hundred years on, this book tries to answer these questions.

In the first detailed, chapter-by-chapter reading of the Prince in any language, Erica Benner shows that the
book is a masterpiece of ironic writing. Machiavelli's style is deliberately ambiguous: he often seems to say
one thing, but gives readers clues that point toward a very different message. Beyond its 'Machiavellian'
surface, the Prince has a surprisingly moral purpose. It teaches readers how to recognize hidden dangers in
political conduct that merely appears great or praiseworthy - and to mistrust promises of easy solutions to
political problems.

This highly engaging new interpretation helps readers to see beyond the Prince's deceptive first appearances.
Benner sets out Machiavelli's main ironic techniques at the outset, especially his coded use of words to signal
praise or blame. Once readers become familiar with these codes, they will find it easier to grasp the Prince's
surreptitiously pro-republican message - and its powerful critique of charismatic one-man rule and imperial
politics.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Rodgers:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
often the book you have read is actually Machiavelli's Prince: A New Reading.

James Chapman:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Machiavelli's Prince: A New
Reading, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Sharon Hardin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Machiavelli's Prince: A New Reading.

Gerald Velasco:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Machiavelli's Prince: A New Reading when you necessary it?
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