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The "Businessmen's Revival" was a religious revival that unfolded in the wake of the 1857 market crash
among white, middle-class Protestants. Delving into the religious history of Boston in the 1850s, John
Corrigan gives an imaginative and wide-ranging interpretive study of the revival's significance. He uses it as
a focal point for addressing a spectacular range of phenomena in American culture: the ecclesiastical and
business history of Boston; gender roles and family life; the history of the theater and public spectacle;
education; boyculture; and, especially, ideas about emotion during this period.

This vividly written narrative recovers the emotional experiences of individuals from a wide array of little-
used sources including diaries, correspondence, public records, and other materials. From these sources,
Corrigan discovers that for these Protestants, the expression of emotion was a matter of transactions. They
saw emotion as a commodity, and conceptualized relations between people, and between individuals and
God, as transactions of emotion governed by contract. Religion became a business relation with God, with
prayer as its legal tender. Entering this relationship, they were conducting the "business of the heart." This
innovative study shows that the revival--with its commodification of emotional experience--became an
occasion for white Protestants to underscore differences between themselves and others. The display of
emotion was a primary indicator of membership in the Protestant majority, as much as language, skin color,
or dress style. As Corrigan unravels the significance of these culturally constructed standards for emotional
life, his book makes an important contribution to recent efforts to explore the links between religion and
emotion, and is an important new chapter in the history of religion.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Hinkley:

Business of the Heart: Religion and Emotion in the Nineteenth Century can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing
Business of the Heart: Religion and Emotion in the Nineteenth Century however doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Randy Scott:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more
time to be learn. Business of the Heart: Religion and Emotion in the Nineteenth Century can be your answer
since it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Mark Spears:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Business of the Heart: Religion and Emotion in the Nineteenth
Century can make you feel more interested to read.

Susan Peterson:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By the book Business of the Heart: Religion and Emotion in the Nineteenth Century we can take more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that
book Business of the Heart: Religion and Emotion in the Nineteenth Century. You can more inviting than
now.
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