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Abraham Lincoln was the 16th President of the United States, serving from March 1861 until his
assassination in April 1865. Lincoln led the United States through its Civil War—its bloodiest war and its
greatest moral, constitutional, and political crisis. In doing so, he preserved the Union, abolished slavery,
strengthened the federal government, and modernized the economy.

Born in Hodgenville, Kentucky, Lincoln grew up on the western frontier in Kentucky and Indiana. Largely
self-educated, he became a lawyer in Illinois, a Whig Party leader, and a member of the Illinois House of
Representatives, in which he served for twelve years. Elected to the United States House of Representatives
in 1846, Lincoln promoted rapid modernization of the economy through banks, tariffs, and railroads.
Because he had originally agreed not to run for a second term in Congress, and because his opposition to the
Mexican–American War was unpopular among Illinois voters, Lincoln returned to Springfield and resumed
his successful law practice. Reentering politics in 1854, he became a leader in building the new Republican
Party, which had a statewide majority in Illinois. In 1858, while taking part in a series of highly publicized
debates with his opponent and rival, Democrat Stephen A. Douglas, Lincoln spoke out against the expansion
of slavery, but lost the U.S. Senate race to Douglas.

In 1860, Lincoln secured the Republican Party presidential nomination as a moderate from a swing state.
With very little support in the slaveholding states of the South, he swept the North and was elected president
in 1860. His victory prompted seven southern slave states to form the Confederate States of America before
he moved into the White House - no compromise or reconciliation was found regarding slavery and
secession. Subsequently, on April 12, 1861, a Confederate attack on Fort Sumter inspired the North to
enthusiastically rally behind the Union in a declaration of war. As the leader of the moderate faction of the
Republican Party, Lincoln confronted Radical Republicans, who demanded harsher treatment of the South,
War Democrats, who called for more compromise, anti-war Democrats (called Copperheads), who despised
him, and irreconcilable secessionists, who plotted his assassination. Politically, Lincoln fought back by
pitting his opponents against each other, by carefully planned political patronage, and by appealing to the
American people with his powers of oratory. His Gettysburg Address became an iconic endorsement of the
principles of nationalism, republicanism, equal rights, liberty, and democracy.

Lincoln initially concentrated on the military and political dimensions of the war. His primary goal was to
reunite the nation. He suspended habeas corpus, leading to the controversial ex parte Merryman decision,
and he averted potential British intervention in the war by defusing the Trent Affair in late 1861. Lincoln
closely supervised the war effort, especially the selection of top generals, including his most successful
general, Ulysses S. Grant. He also made major decisions on Union war strategy, including a naval blockade
that shut down the South's normal trade, moves to take control of Kentucky and Tennessee, and using
gunboats to gain control of the southern river system. Lincoln tried repeatedly to capture the Confederate
capital at Richmond; each time a general failed, Lincoln substituted another, until finally Grant succeeded.
As the war progressed, his complex moves toward ending slavery included the Emancipation Proclamation
of 1863; Lincoln used the U.S. Army to protect escaped slaves, encouraged the border states to outlaw
slavery, and pushed through Congress the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, which
permanently outlawed slavery.
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From reader reviews:

Agustin Thornsberry:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Abraham Lincoln: A Biography. Try to make book Abraham Lincoln: A
Biography as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Daniel Spencer:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Abraham Lincoln: A Biography is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Sheila Donovan:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
Abraham Lincoln: A Biography.

Lorraine Bryant:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should
know that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide
you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding
something by book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Abraham
Lincoln: A Biography.
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