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Lately, it seems that not a day passes without the media proclaiming yet another sensational breakthrough in
the search for the physical origins of mental illness. But beyond all the fanfare and media hype, is there a
single shred of hard, empirical evidence to substantiate the existence of "a gene for alcoholism," or "the brain
chemistry behind schizophrenia"? More to the point, in fact, is it scientifically sound to limit the search for
the roots of mental illness to processes occurring within the body, while dismissing socioeconomic, familial,
and experiential influences as, at best, mere "triggering mechanisms"? And, if not, what harm is being done
by psychiatry's current obsession with these somatic chimeras? This groundbreaking book offers answers to
those questions and more. While Dr. Ross and Professor Pam clearly assert from the outset that biological
psychiatry "is dominated by a reductionist ideology which distorts and misrepresents much of its research,"
this is by no means a raw polemic voiced by an overzealous opposition. Instead, it is a reasoned discourse
based on a clear-sighted and methodical examination of the professional literature. Contributors to this
volume include distinguished researchers and clinicians from the fields of psychiatry, psychology, sociology,
and psychopharmacology. Their common purpose in coming together was to alert the mental health
community to the ideological blind spots and conceptual errors in the basic logic and methodology of
biological psychiatry, to demonstrate the need for a more scientifically based psychiatric practice, and to
suggest alternative approaches to understanding and treating mental illness. Readers will find their
arguments stimulating, provocative, and highly persuasive. Among the cutting-edge issues they explore are:
the historical origins of biological psychiatry; genetics and mental illness; the current state of psychiatric
training; psychopharmacology and drug therapy; the public health, legal, and ethical implications of
biological psychiatry; and the funding, power, and politics of research. This book is essential reading for all
mental health professionals. It also has many important things to say to health care administrators, political
analysts, and public policy-makers. Of related interest ...I NSANITY The Idea and Its Consequences Thomas
Szasz In this provocative book, Dr. Thomas Szasz, one of the most celebrated and controversial psychiatric
thinkers of our time, presents a carefully crafted, systematic analysis of the precise character and practical
consequences of the idea of mental illness. His findings and opinions have captured the attention of
organized psychiatry and given everyone concerned with the human condition a better understanding of this
almost universally misunderstood "disease." 1990 (0-471-52534-0) 432 pp. CRUEL COMPASSION
Psychiatric Control of Society's Unwanted Thomas Szasz Cruel Compassion is the capstone of Thomas
Szasz's critique of psychiatric practices. Reexamining psychiatric interventions from a cultural-historical and
political-economic perspective, Szasz demonstrates that the main problem that faces mental health
policymakers today is adult dependency. He gives us a sobering look at some of our most cherished notions
about our humane treatment of society's unwanted and about ourselves as a compassionate and democratic
people. 1994 (0-471-01012-X) 260 pp.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Barone:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Pseudoscience in Biological Psychiatry:
Blaming the Body ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Pseudoscience in Biological Psychiatry: Blaming
the Body is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored.
You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using
book Pseudoscience in Biological Psychiatry: Blaming the Body. You never experience lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Jeffery Whitley:

Precisely why? Because this Pseudoscience in Biological Psychiatry: Blaming the Body is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the
e-book store hurriedly.

Lidia Flynn:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Pseudoscience in
Biological Psychiatry: Blaming the Body, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it,
oh come on its called reading friends.

Shirley Williams:

The book untitled Pseudoscience in Biological Psychiatry: Blaming the Body contain a lot of information on
the item. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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