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This critical, historical, and theoretical study looks at a little-known group of novels written during the 1930s
by women who were literary radicals. Arguing that class consciousness was figured through metaphors of
gender, Paula Rabinowitz challenges the conventional wisdom that feminism as a discourse disappeared
during the decade. She focuses on the ways in which sexuality and maternity reconstruct the "classic"
proletarian novel to speak about both the working-class woman and the radical female intellectual.

Two well-known novels bracket this study: Agnes Smedley's Daughters of Earth (1929) and Mary
McCarthy's The Company She Keeps (1942). In all, Rabinowitz surveys more than forty novels of the period,
many largely forgotten. Discussing these novels in the contexts of literary radicalism and of women's literary
tradition, she reads them as both cultural history and cultural theory. Through a consideration of the novels
as a genre, Rabinowitz is able to theorize about the interrelationship of class and gender in American culture.

Rabinowitz shows that these novels, generally dismissed as marginal by scholars of the literary and political
cultures of the 1930s, are in fact integral to the study of American fiction produced during the decade.
Relying on recent feminist scholarship, she reformulates the history of literary radicalism to demonstrate the
significance of these women writers and to provide a deeper understanding of their work for twentieth-
century American cultural studies in general.
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From reader reviews:

Jules Thompson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Labor and Desire: Women's
Revolutionary Fiction in Depression America (Gender and American Culture) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way
for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Labor and
Desire: Women's Revolutionary Fiction in Depression America (Gender and American Culture) become
your personal starter.

Steven Resnick:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Labor and Desire: Women's Revolutionary Fiction in
Depression America (Gender and American Culture) why because the excellent cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Paul Andrews:

You will get this Labor and Desire: Women's Revolutionary Fiction in Depression America (Gender and
American Culture) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways
to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Kathy Davis:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Labor and Desire: Women's Revolutionary
Fiction in Depression America (Gender and American Culture) or maybe others sources were given know-
how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book
was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their



knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Labor and Desire: Women's
Revolutionary Fiction in Depression America (Gender and American Culture) to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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