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Like a particularly good detective story, this richly textured book follows tantalizing clues in its hunt for a
group of missing artistic masterpieces. Susan Bell recounts both her long search for a series of sixteenth-
century tapestries that celebrated women and her efforts to understand their meaning for Queen Elizabeth I
of England and the other powerful women who owned them. Opening a new window on the lives of
noblewomen in the Renaissance, the brilliantly colored tapestries that were the ultimate artistic luxury of the
day, and the popular and influential fourteenth-century writer Christine de Pizan, Bell pursues a compelling
tale that moves from centuries past to today.

The tapestries around which this story revolves are linked to Christine de Pizan's Book of the City of Ladies
(1405), orginally published six hundred years ago in 1405. The book is a tribute to women that honors two
hundred female warriors, scientists, queens, philosophers, and builders of cities. Though twenty-five
manuscripts of the City of Ladies still exist, references to tapestries based on the book are elusive. Bell takes
us along as she tracks down records of six sets of tapestries whose owners included Elizabeth I of England;
Margaret of Austria; and Anne of Brittany, Queen of France. Bell examines the intriguing details of these
women's lives—their arranged marriages, their power, their affairs of state—asking what interest they had in
owning these particular tapestries. Could the tapestries have represented their thinking? As she reveals the
historical, linguistic, and cultural aspects of this unique story, Bell also gives a fascinating account of
medieval and early-Renaissance tapestry production and of Christine de Pizan's remarkable life and legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Clyde Welch:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Lost Tapestries of the City of Ladies: Christine de
Pizan's Renaissance Legacy. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important any book The Lost Tapestries of the City of Ladies: Christine de Pizan's Renaissance
Legacy. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open
a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff
to go to the library. Let's go through.

Joseph Alderete:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
it is known to us that book is very important for people. The book The Lost Tapestries of the City of Ladies:
Christine de Pizan's Renaissance Legacy had been making you to know about other expertise and of course
you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve The Lost Tapestries of the City of
Ladies: Christine de Pizan's Renaissance Legacy is not only giving you more new information but also being
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship with the book The Lost Tapestries of the City of Ladies: Christine de Pizan's Renaissance
Legacy. You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Andrea Lampkin:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Lost Tapestries of
the City of Ladies: Christine de Pizan's Renaissance Legacy suitable to you? The particular book was written
by well known writer in this era. The book untitled The Lost Tapestries of the City of Ladies: Christine de
Pizan's Renaissance Legacyis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily
to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

John Silver:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Lost Tapestries of the City of Ladies: Christine
de Pizan's Renaissance Legacy why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the



content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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