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Southern Womanhood and Slavery is the first full-length biography of Louisa S. McCord, one of the most
intriguing intellectuals in antebellum America. The daughter of South Carolina planter and politician
Langdon Cheves, and an essayist in her own right, McCord supported unregulated free trade and the
perpetuation of slavery and opposed the advancement of women’s rights. This study examines the origins of
her ideas.

Leigh Fought constructs an exciting narrative that follows McCord from her childhood as the daughter of a
state representative and president of the Bank of the United States through her efforts to accept her position
as wife and mother, her career as an author and plantation mistress, and the Union invasion of South
Carolina during the Civil War, to the end of her life in the emerging New South. Fought analyzes McCord’s
poetry, letters, and essays in an effort to comprehend her acceptance of slavery and the submission of
women. Fought concludes that McCord came to a defense of slavery through her experience with free labor
in the North, which also reinforced her faith in the paternalist model for preserving social order.

McCord’s life as a writer on “unfeminine” subjects, her reputation as strong-minded and masculine, her late
marriage, her continued ownership of her plantation after marriage, and her position as the matron of a Civil
War hospital contradicted her own philosophy that women should remain the quiet force behind their
husbands. She lived during a time of social flux in which free labor, slavery, and the role of women
underwent dramatic changes, as well as a time that enabled her to discover and pursue her intellectual
ambitions. Fought examines the conflict that resulted when those ambitions clashed with McCord’s role as a
woman in the society of the South.

McCord’s voice was an interesting, articulate, and necessary feminine addition to antebellum white ideology.
Moreover, her story demonstrates the ways in which southern women negotiated through patriarchy without
surrendering their sense of self or disrupting the social order. Engaging and very readable, Southern
Womanhood and Slavery will be of special interest to students of southern history and women’s studies, as
well as to the general reader.
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From reader reviews:

Jo Daigneault:

This book untitled Southern Womanhood and Slavery: A Biography of Louisa S. McCord, 1810-1879 to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a
lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it through online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Herman Deans:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Southern Womanhood and Slavery: A Biography of Louisa S. McCord, 1810-1879, it is
possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a book.

Kathryn Granger:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Southern Womanhood and
Slavery: A Biography of Louisa S. McCord, 1810-1879, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Marcia Ogburn:

Beside this kind of Southern Womanhood and Slavery: A Biography of Louisa S. McCord, 1810-1879 in
your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Southern Womanhood and Slavery: A Biography of Louisa S.
McCord, 1810-1879 because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from now!
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