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By upbringing, family connections, and education, Felix Mendelssohn was ideally positioned to contribute to
the historical legacies of the German people, who in the aftermath of the Napoleonic Wars discovered that
they were a nation with a distinct culture. The number of cultural icons of German nationalism that
Mendelssohn "discovered," promoted, or was asked to promote (by way of commissions) in his compositions
is striking: Gutenberg and the invention of the printing press, Dürer and Nuremberg, Luther and the
Augsburg Confession as the manifesto of Protestantism, Bach and the St. Matthew Passion, Beethoven and
his claims to universal brotherhood. The essays in this volume investigate from a variety of perspectives
Mendelssohn's relationship to the music of the past, including the significance of Bach's music for the
Mendelssohn family, the homages to Bach in Mendelssohn's organ compositions, the influence of Beethoven
in the Reformation Symphony, and Mendelssohn's reception and use of Handel's oratorios. Together, the
essays shed light on the construction of legacies that, in some cases, served to assert German cultural
supremacy only two decades after the composer's death in 1847. Contributors: Celia Applegate, John
Michael Cooper, Hans Davidsson, Wm. A. Little, Peter Mercer-Taylor, Siegwart Reichwald, Glenn Stanley,
Russell Stinson, Benedict Taylor, Nicholas Thistlethwaite, Jürgen Thym, R. Larry Todd, Christoph Wolff
Jürgen Thym is professor emeritus of musicology at the Eastman School of Music and editor of Of Poetry
and Song: Approaches to the Nineteenth-Century Lied (University of Rochester Press, 2010).
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From reader reviews:

Charlie Bowers:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Mendelssohn, the Organ, and the Music of the Past (Eastman Studies in
Music). Try to make the book Mendelssohn, the Organ, and the Music of the Past (Eastman Studies in
Music) as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those
of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Kevin Santiago:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Mendelssohn, the Organ, and the Music of
the Past (Eastman Studies in Music) will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable
book with you?

Victor Elam:

This Mendelssohn, the Organ, and the Music of the Past (Eastman Studies in Music) book is not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Mendelssohn, the Organ, and the Music of the Past
(Eastman Studies in Music) without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Mendelssohn, the Organ, and the Music of the Past
(Eastman Studies in Music) can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Mendelssohn, the Organ, and the
Music of the Past (Eastman Studies in Music) having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

Vicki Escalante:

Often the book Mendelssohn, the Organ, and the Music of the Past (Eastman Studies in Music) will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Mendelssohn, the Organ, and
the Music of the Past (Eastman Studies in Music) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get



the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.
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