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In this celebration of Milton Babbitt's art, Andrew Mead explores the development of a central figure in
contemporary American music. As a teacher and writer, Babbitt has influenced two generations of students,
including such notable musicians as Stephen Sondheim and Donald Martino. He has helped establish the
study of music theory as a serious academic pursuit, and his articles on Schoenberg, Stravinsky, and the
twelve-tone system constitute a seminal body of research. But Babbitt is first and last a composer, whose
works are, in Mead's words, "truly music to be heard." With Mead as a guide, we discover the strong
emotional and expressive charge of Babbitt's music that is inextricably entwined with its structure.

Babbitt is a twelve-tone composer, unabashedly so, and it is precisely his profound understanding of Arnold
Schoenberg's epochal insight that gives Babbitt's music its special quality. By examining the underlying
principles of twelve-tone composition, Mead allows us to appreciate Babbitt's music on its own terms, as a
richly varied yet unified body of work. In achieving this purpose, he provides an excellent introduction to
twelve-tone music in general. Without relying on professional jargon, he lucidly and succinctly explains
Babbitt's complexities. A catalog of compositions, a discography, and a bibliography complete a book that
will interest performers, music theorists, and music historians, as well as other readers who are enthusiastic
or curious about contemporary musical works.

Originally published in 1994.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Crain:

The event that you get from An Introduction to the Music of Milton Babbitt may be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but An Introduction to the Music of Milton Babbitt giving you joy
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through
anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this An Introduction to the Music of
Milton Babbitt instantly.

Corey Smith:

The e-book with title An Introduction to the Music of Milton Babbitt has a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the the positive
effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Trina Durham:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and An Introduction to the Music of Milton Babbitt or
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are
helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes An
Introduction to the Music of Milton Babbitt to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like this.

Carolyn Charles:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book An Introduction to the Music of Milton
Babbitt to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a
book and study it. Beside that the reserve An Introduction to the Music of Milton Babbitt can to be your
brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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