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A distinguished social philosopher offers a searching argument on freedom and national purpose.
Written at the depth of the Depression, in a time of deep national concern over America’s future, What
Does America Mean? was addressed to students, to the young who have been alienated and embittered
by our betrayal of our own deepest commitments. It is the quality of the spirit that Meiklejohn seeks to
define: “Our questions is not, “Do Americans get justice?’ but rather, ‘Do Americans give justice?’”
Today, more than a generation later, the book still demands of us, not “What’s going to become of
America?” but “What do we mean America to become?”

America’s passion for “liberty,” writes Alexander Meiklejohn, has blinded her to the real meaning of
“freedom.” It is freedom, not liberty, that lies at the heart of democracy, and we may be in danger of losing
both. Our fetish of independence has permitted us to condone slavery, the betrayal of Indians and Blacks,
and “the humiliation of the spirit of women . . . the crowning insult which a society has offered to the
personalities of its own members.” In this challenging essay, sensitively and scrupulously argued, one of
America’s most original social philosophers sums up the fallacies that have confused our purpose and recalls
us to the methods of inquiry that led Socrates and Jesus to their supreme insights, “Know yourself” and
“Love your neighbor.”
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From reader reviews:

Julia Hayes:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
eligible What Does America Mean? (Norton Library, N658)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jeremy Reed:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This What Does America Mean?
(Norton Library, N658) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Robert Armistead:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is What Does America Mean? (Norton Library, N658) this reserve consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Pearl Minjares:

You will get this What Does America Mean? (Norton Library, N658) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right
ways for you.
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