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What are we to make of the speed with which the new climate of national solidarity emerged after September
11? Does it not look strange against a backdrop of the much-touted divisiveness of American life? In truth,
The Fractious Nation? makes clear, the contrast of the time of divisiveness before and the time of unity that
followed is much too stark, indeed.
Less than a year before two planes slammed into the World Trade Center, the 2000 presidential election
produced not just the starkly blue and red electoral map but also the two tribal Americas those totemic colors
emblazoned. And from the cultural wars to immigration restriction, from the Christian right to political
correctness, recent decades have witnessed much hand-wringing on the left and the right about the
fragmentation of American life. The Fractious Nation? enlists the critical intelligence of fourteen
distinguished contributors who illuminate the schisms in American life and the often volatile debates they
have inspired in the realms of culture, ethnic and racial pluralism, and political life.
The collective wisdom of The Fractious Nation? suggests a counterview to all the overheated rhetoric. The
authors warn against fixating on flamboyant incidents of racial conflict when black-and-white values overlap
considerably. On a range of cultural issues, the gap between our citizens has closed as well. And even as the
rivalry between liberalism and conservatism transmutes into new forms, the political center remains vital and
democratic. We are tied together not just by shared values but by institutions--the Constitution, the culture of
consumption, the etiquette of ethnic respect.
In private life and public affairs, our nation has expanded the meaning of democratic citizenship. Still, there's
no room for self-congratulations here. Tendencies toward preoccupation with private life encourage
indifference to the suffering of the less privileged. This is also one of the main failings of the narrative of
fragmentation: In its focus on matters of shared values, it too distracts from issues of poverty and inequality
that also fragment the human spirit.

Contributors: Richard Bernstein, John J. DiIulio Jr., Paul DiMaggio, E.J. Dionne, Jr., Kevin Gaines, Jennifer
Hochschild, Douglas S. Massey, Martha Minow, Cecilia Muñoz, Jonathan Rieder, Theda Skocpol, Paul
Starr, Mary C. Waters, Jack Wertheimer
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From reader reviews:

James Ray:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Fractious Nation?: Unity and Division in
Contemporary American Life can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?

Bruce Bracey:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the
top record in your reading list will be The Fractious Nation?: Unity and Division in Contemporary American
Life. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Beatrice Kennemer:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as
of book The Fractious Nation?: Unity and Division in Contemporary American Life. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier
to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.

Dolores Rawson:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book The Fractious Nation?: Unity and Division in Contemporary American Life we can consider
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book.
Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book The
Fractious Nation?: Unity and Division in Contemporary American Life. You can more desirable than now.
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