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At first glance, St. Louis, Missouri, or any American city, for that matter, seems to have little to do with
foreign relations, a field ostensibly conducted on a nation-state level. However, St. Louis, despite its status as
an inland river city frequently relegated to the backwaters of national significance, has stood at the
crossroads of international matters for much of its history. From its eighteenth-century French fur trade
origins to post–Cold War business dealings with Latin America and Asia, the city has never neglected nor
been ignored by the world outside its borders. In this pioneering study, Henry W. Berger analyzes St. Louis’s
imperial engagement from its founding in 1764 to the present day, revealing the intersection of local
political, cultural, and economic interests in foreign affairs.
 
Berger uses a biographical approach to explore the individuals and institutions that played a leading role in
St. Louis’s expansionist reach. He shows how St. Louis business leaders, entrepreneurs, politicians, and
investors—often driven by personal and ideological motives, as well as the potential betterment of the city
and its people—looked to the west, southwest, Latin America, Europe, Asia, and the Pacific to form
economic or political partnerships. Among the people and companies Berger profiles are Thomas Hart
Benton, who envisioned a western democratic capitalist empire hosted by St. Louis; cotton exporters James
Paramore and William Senter, who were involved in empire building in the southwest and Mexico; St. Louis
oil tycoon and railroad investor Henry Clay Pierce, who became deeply involved in political intrigue and
intervention in Mexican affairs; entrepreneur and politician David R. Francis, who promoted personal and St.
Louis interests in Russia; and McDonnell-Douglas and its founder, James S. McDonnell Jr., who were part
of the transformation of St. Louis’s political economy during the Cold War.
 
Many of these attempted imperial activities failed, but even when they succeeded, Berger explains, the
economy and the people of St. Louis did not usually benefit. The vision of a democratic capitalist empire
embraced by its exponents proved to be both an illusion and a contradiction. By shifting the focus of foreign
relations history from the traditional confines of nation-state conduct to city and regional behavior, this
innovative study highlights the domestic foundations and content of foreign policy, opening new avenues for
study in the field of foreign relations.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Harris:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this St. Louis and Empire: 250
Years of Imperial Quest and Urban Crisis book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Michael Albright:

The event that you get from St. Louis and Empire: 250 Years of Imperial Quest and Urban Crisis could be
the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but St. Louis and Empire: 250 Years of Imperial
Quest and Urban Crisis giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific St.
Louis and Empire: 250 Years of Imperial Quest and Urban Crisis instantly.

Betty Serrano:

Beside this particular St. Louis and Empire: 250 Years of Imperial Quest and Urban Crisis in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live
in narrow small town. It is good thing to have St. Louis and Empire: 250 Years of Imperial Quest and Urban
Crisis because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
that? Find this book and read it from today!

Phillip Martin:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular St. Louis and Empire: 250 Years of Imperial
Quest and Urban Crisis can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have point
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have St. Louis and
Empire: 250 Years of Imperial Quest and Urban Crisis.



Download and Read Online St. Louis and Empire: 250 Years of
Imperial Quest and Urban Crisis Henry W Berger
#VRTDGA7MI18



Read St. Louis and Empire: 250 Years of Imperial Quest and Urban
Crisis by Henry W Berger for online ebook

St. Louis and Empire: 250 Years of Imperial Quest and Urban Crisis by Henry W Berger Free PDF
d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read St. Louis and Empire: 250 Years of Imperial Quest and Urban Crisis by
Henry W Berger books to read online.

Online St. Louis and Empire: 250 Years of Imperial Quest and Urban Crisis by Henry
W Berger ebook PDF download

St. Louis and Empire: 250 Years of Imperial Quest and Urban Crisis by Henry W Berger Doc

St. Louis and Empire: 250 Years of Imperial Quest and Urban Crisis by Henry W Berger Mobipocket

St. Louis and Empire: 250 Years of Imperial Quest and Urban Crisis by Henry W Berger EPub


