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Rumors may be the oldest medium of mass communication of information or ideas. Even before there were
newspapers, radio, or television, rumors communicated by word-of-mouth made and shattered reputations,
and set off riots and wars. Yet contrary to predictions, rumors continue to thrive, in spite of and parallel to
mass media.

What accounts for the puzzling persistence and continuing significance of this little-studied social
phenomenon? Jean-Nöel Kapferer examines the theory and practice of rumors, focusing on specific areas
such as entertainment, criminal behavior, business and finance, and politics. He describes the kinds of
conditions that give birth to rumors, why we believe them, and the hidden messages they convey. Kapferer
points out that rumors frequently serve useful social purposes and present rich examples. He speculates about
how rumors can be controlled, changed, and prevented.

Drawing upon contributions of disciplines ranging from psychology to history, and integrating the insights of
Europeans with the latest work of American researchers, this is the most comprehensive examination of
rumors, gossip, and urban legends yet published. Translated into nine languages, this edition was updated
with advances in theory and research since the book’s original French publication in 1987. Its brisk,
accessible style makes the book of interest to psychologists, economists, political scientists, sociologists, and
folklore analysts, as well as the general reader who is curious about the origins of this fascinating social
phenomenon.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Buckley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Rumors: Uses, Interpretations, and Images. Try to the actual
book Rumors: Uses, Interpretations, and Images as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when
you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book.
So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Hazel Mishler:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Rumors: Uses, Interpretations, and Images
had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Rumors: Uses, Interpretations, and Images is not
only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Rumors: Uses, Interpretations, and
Images. You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Mark Thomas:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which one you should start with. This Rumors: Uses, Interpretations, and Images is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Steven Barraza:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be smart
in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Rumors: Uses, Interpretations, and
Images book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.
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