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This book is a beautiful and moving personal account of the Ainu, the native inhabitants of Hokkaido,
Japan's northern island, whose land, economy, and culture have been absorbed and destroyed in recent
centuries by advancing Japanese. Based on the author's own experiences and on stories passed down from
generation to generation, the book chronicles the disappearing world—and courageous rebirth—of this little-
understood people.Kayano describes with disarming simplicity and frankness the personal conflicts he faced
as a result of the tensions between a traditional and a modern society and his lifelong efforts to fortify a
living Ainu culture. A master storyteller, he paints a vivid picture of the Ainus' ecologically sensitive
lifestyle, which revolved around bear hunting, fishing, farming, and woodcutting.Unlike the few existing
ethnographies of the Ainu, this account is the first written by an insider intimately tied to his own culture yet
familiar with the ways of outsiders. Speaking with a rare directness to the Ainu and universal human
experience, this book will interest all readers concerned with the fate of indigenous peoples.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Price:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book called Our Land Was A
Forest: An Ainu Memoir (Transitions--Asia & the Pacific)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Barbara Akins:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Our Land Was A Forest: An Ainu Memoir (Transitions--
Asia & the Pacific) as your daily resource information.

Steven Cordell:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read will be Our Land Was A Forest: An Ainu Memoir (Transitions--Asia & the Pacific).

Matthew Haley:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit
or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pics
on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Our Land Was A Forest: An Ainu Memoir (Transitions--Asia & the Pacific) can make you
experience more interested to read.
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